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Redbirds drop Friday’s PCL contest at Fresno:
Despite entering Friday’s action with the Pacific
Coast League’s third-best record, the Memphis
Redbirds didn’t begin their eight-game West Coast
road trip on the most promising note.

The host Fresno Grizzlies quickly rebounded
from a 1-0 deficit with three runs in the bottom of
the first inning, added three more in the second
and went on for a 10-2 victory.

Memphis (26-16) got on the board early with
Harrison Bader’s RBI single. Fresno, however, was
able to grab the lead for good with timely hits and
some uncharacteristic sloppy Redbirds’ defense,
including two errors on the same second-inning
play that gave the Grizzlies a 6-1 advantage.

Bader was credited with a another RBI by draw-
ing a bases-loaded walk in the fifth inning, yet
Fresno, which only outhit Memphis, 13-12, pulled
away with four more runs in the seventh.

Bader (4-for-4), Nick Martini and Carson Kelly
finished with multiple hits for the Redbirds. Derek
Fisher and Teoscar Hernandez each had two hits
and scored three runs for Fresno (17-25).

Hahn takes one-stroke lead at Byron Nelson:
James Hahn shot a bogey-free 6-under 64 on Sat-
urday to take the lead after three rounds at the
AT&T Byron Nelson, where Jason Kokrak’s record
advantage disappeared.

Hahn settled for a 12-under 198 total after his
eagle chance at the 16th and a birdie putt at 17 both
stopped just inches short. 

He was a stroke ahead of Billy Horschel, who
birdied his last three holes for a 66 to take second
place alone.

Jason Day had his own string of birdies, five in a
row midway through the round and then a 60-foot-
er at the 17th, in a round of 63 that was the best of
the day and got him to 10 under. He was tied for
third with Kokrak, who shot 72 after setting a Nel-
son 36-hole record with a five-stroke lead.

Funk leads at Regions Tradition: Fred Funk
shot a 2-under 70 on Saturday to hold onto the
third-round lead at the Regions Tradition in Bir-
mingham, Ala.

The 60-year-old Funk’s 14-under 202 maintains a
one-stroke edge over Scott Parel in the first of the
PGA Tour Champions’ five majors. Defending
champion Bernhard Langer and Scott McCarron
are two shots back. Langer shot a 66, McCarron a
69.

NBA player Kanter heading to US after de-
tained in Romania: Oklahoma City Thunder cen-
ter Enes Kanter is returning to the United States
after being detained in a Romanian airport.

Romanian Border Police spokesman Fabian
Badila confirmed to The Associated Press that the
player left Romania for the United States via Lon-
don.

Kanter, who is from Turkey, said in a video Sat-
urday morning on his Twitter account that the
Turkish embassy canceled his passport and he’d
been detained for several hours at a Romanian
airport.

Kanter said he believed he was held because of
his political views. He’s been a critic of Turkish
president Recep Tayyip Erdogan. Kanter supports
Turkish cleric Fethullah Gulen, who opposes Erdo-
gan.

Kanter has been one of the NBA’s best reserves
the past two years. This season, he averaged 14.3
points and 6.7 rebounds.

Ducks captain Getzlaf fined for apparent ho-
mophobic slur: Anaheim Ducks captain Ryan
Getzlaf was fined $10,000 on Saturday for appar-
ently using a homophobic slur during Game 4 of
the Western Conference finals.

The NHL announced the fine several hours
before Game 5 against the Nashville Predators.
Getzlaf, the Ducks’ leading scorer in the postsea-
son, avoided a suspension.

In the news

Television
Autos: IndyCar Series, Indianapolis 500 qualifying, WATN
(24), 3 p.m.
Baseball: MLB, Washington at Atlanta, FSSO, 12:30 p.m. 
Baseball: MLB, San Francisco at St. Louis, FSSE, 1 p.m.
Baseball: MLB, Texas at Detroit, ESPN, 7 p.m.
Basketball: WNBA, Chicago at Atlanta, NBA TV, 2 p.m. 
Basketball: NBA Playoffs, Boston at Cleveland, Game 3,
TNT, 7:30 p.m. 
Golf: PGA Tour, AT&T Byron Nelson, final round, GOLF
Channel, noon.
Golf: Champions Tour, Regions Tradition, final round, GOLF
Channel, 2 p.m. 
Golf: PGA Tour, AT&T Byron Nelson, final round, WREG (3),
2 p.m.
Golf: LPGA Tour, Kingsmill Championship, final round, GOLF
Channel, 4 p.m.
Golf: Web.com Tour, BMW Charity Pro-Am, final round,
GOLF Channel, 6 p.m.
Hockey: NHL Playoffs, Ottawa at Pittsburgh, Game 5, WMC
(5), 2 p.m. 
Lacrosse: NCAA Tournament quarterfinal, Towson vs.
Syracuse, ESPN2, 11 a.m.
Lacrosse: NCAA Tournament quarterfinal, Albany (NY) vs.
Maryland, ESPN2, 1:30 p.m.
Soccer: Premier League, Bournemouth at Leicester City,
BRAVO, 9 a.m.
Soccer: Premier League, Crystal Palace at Manchester Unit-
ed, CNBC, 9 a.m.
Soccer: Premier League, Stoke City at Southampton, E!, 9
a.m.
Soccer: Premier League, West Bromwich Albion at Swan-
sea, ESQUIRE, 9 a.m.
Soccer: Premier League, Tottenham at Hull City, MSNBC, 9
a.m.
Soccer: Premier League, Everton at Arsenal, WMC (5), 9
a.m.
Soccer: Premier League, Middlesbrough at Liverpool,
NBCSN, 9 a.m.
Soccer: Premier League, West Ham at Burnley, OXYGEN, 9
a.m.
Soccer: Premier League, Sunderland at Chelsea, SYFY, 9
a.m.
Soccer: Premier League, Manchester City at Watford, USA,
9 a.m.
Softball: NCAA Tournament, teams TBA, ESPN, 11 a.m.
Softball: NCAA Tournament, teams TBA, ESPN, 1:30 p.m.
Softball: NCAA Tournament, teams TBA, ESPN2, 6 p.m.
Softball: NCAA Tournament, teams TBA, ESPN2, 8:30 p.m.
Soccer: MLS, Los Angeles at Minnesota United, ESPN, 4 p.m.
Soccer: MLS, New York City at Orlando City, FS1, 6 p.m.

Radio
Baseball: San Francisco at St. Louis, WMC 790, 12:20 p.m.
Baseball: Redbirds at Fresno, WHBQ 560, 2:40 p.m. 
Baseball: Texas at Detroit, WMC 790, 6 p.m.
Basketball: NBA Playoffs, Boston at Cleveland, WMFS
92.9/680, 6:30 p.m. 

This listing is compiled using information supplied by stations
and networks, and is subject to late changes without notice.

On the air

Nick King’s bas-
ketball career hasn’t
been what many —
or even he — would
have envisioned
after an all-star

career at East made him one of the
nation’s top recruits. But King has
made good one promise.

And there’s still time left to
fulfill his on-court promise, too.

King, who transferred to Ala-
bama after two frustrating seasons
at the University of Memphis,
recently graduated with a degree
in business management. He said
he has an eye toward one day own-
ing his own sports apparel compa-
ny.

“I made a promise to my moth-
er,” he said. “Through all the ups
and downs, the adversity ... it’s one
thing I knew I would do.”

King led East to a AAA state
championship as a junior in 2012
and was Mr. Basketball the follow-
ing season. Scout.com, ESPN.com
and Rivals.com all had him in their
national Top 50 rankings. With
several high-profile offers to his
credit, King opted to stay at home
and signed with the University of
Memphis.

But he ended up averaging just
5.9 points and 4 rebounds in 62
career games and ended up trans-
ferring to Alabama.

“I probably never did take
recruiting seriously enough,” he
said. “I never did go on any visits. I
was young. And at Memphis, you
know, it was mainly get the ball to
Austin ( Nichols).”

Moving to Tuscaloosa didn’t
rejuvenate his career on the court
either; after sitting out a year due
to NCAA transfer rules, he aver-
aged only 3.3 points during his
junior year in 2016-17.

King missed the final 27 games
of the season due to a lung infec-
tion that caused his weight to
plummet.

The time off the court was ben-
eficial though; King said it allowed
him to focus exclusively on getting
his degree. And that led to his
newest opportunity; the 6-7 small
forward will play this season as a
graduate transfer at Middle Ten-
nessee State.

And the Blue Raiders will be
getting a different King, one who
sounds a lot wiser than his 21
years.

“I’ve grown as a player,” he
said. “I’m more level-headed, less
emotional.

“Dealing with different coach-
es, different programs ... it makes
you realize that this is bigger
than just basketball. Sometimes
coaches will put you in a position
where they tell you one thing and
do another. You have to figure it
out.

“It’s crazy. You’re young and
sometimes you get blinded. But it
doesn’t matter if you’re a high-
major, mid-major or low-major.
Look into the coach’s eyes. Make
sure you’re both on the same
page.”

Making moves at MAHS

The athletic programs at Mem-
phis Academy of Health Sciences
are already on solid footing. Now
the Lions are making some moves
they believe will propel the school
even further.

The most recognizable new face
will be Cheyenne Gibson, who will
be taking over the girls basketball
and boys and girls cross-country
duties. The former Memphis State
basketball standout has spent the
previous four seasons coaching
Kirby’s boys team.

Gibson has also coached at East
and Sheffield.

“It’s strange,” he said. “(MAHS
principal) Dr. ( Reginald) Williams
hired me at Kirby. When this posi-
tion came up, I was like, ‘Wow.
Girls?’ But my old college room-
mate Ronald McClain coaches
girls (in the summer) and I went
over and watched them work out.
They were attentive and eager to
learn.

“It’s a going to be challenge. I
already met a couple of the girls
and I said, ‘It’s going to be a little
different. It may get a little in-
tense.’ And they said, ‘Coach, we’re
up for it.’ I like to build programs
and I like to build lives.”

Another proven commodity
coming to MAHS is Stevenson
Bratcher, the school’s new athletic
director. Bratcher had a long and
successful career coaching basket-
ball at now-closed Carver.

Tyrus Perry is joining coach
Stephen Woody’s baseball staff
while football coach Cedric Miller
will add track to his duties, some-
thing he did with much success
during his previous stint at South-
wind.

Locals up for Mr. Baseball

Two Shelby County players
have been named finalists in their
respective divisions for the Ten-
nessee Baseball Coaches Associa-
tion Mr. Baseball Award.

Trey Harrington of Briarcrest
is one of three finalists in Division
II-AA alongside the Pope John
Paul II duo of Ben Brooks and
Mason Hickman. Riley Watkins of
ECS was chosen in DII-A with
Ethan Tressler of Davidson Acad-
emy and Eli Brauss of University
School of Jackson.

This year’s winners will be
announced at 11 a.m. on May 23 at
Middle Tennessee State.

Top scholar-athletes saluted

Several local high school foot-
ball standouts were honored for
their accomplishments on and off
the field at the recent Memphis
Chapter of the National Football
Foundation and College Hall of
Fame dinner.

This year’s scholar-athlete win-
ners were Nathan Adams (Cordo-
va); James Babb (Lausanne); Ricky
Carrasco (St. Benedict); Nolan
Combs (Brighton); Trevor Forbes
(White Station); Tyler Garvey (Col-
lierville); Marquavious Moore
(Harding); Jake Powers (Briar-
crest); J’Len Smith (Whitehaven)
and Keagan Voss (CBHS).

Daniel Montiel from the Uni-
versity of Memphis and Rhodes’
Pete Showalter were also salut-
ed for their academic accom-
plishments while Evan Smith of
MUS received the “12th Man
Award.”

East’s Marcus Wimberly took
home the Rex Award given to the
coach of the year. The award —
named for the late former Mem-
phis State coach Rex Dockery —
was presented to Wimberly after
he led his alma mater to a 13-2
record and the 4A state champi-
onship in 2016.

Lynx land top local golfer

Harding’s Grant Hill is taking
his all-star golf game to Rhodes
College in the fall.

Hill, who is a finalist for this
year’s I AM SPORT Award, which
will be handed out at this year’s
Sports Awards on June 9, lettered
for five years at Harding. He was
named all-state after finishing
fourth in the 2016 Division II-A
state tournament.

In addition, Hill serves as a
student-coach for the First Tee
program.

Three-peat for Tigers’
Greenlee

University of Memphis triple
jumper Chardae Greenlee won
her third straight AAC outdoor
championship last week in Hous-
ton.

The senior from Hazlecrest, Ill.,
took the title with a leap of 41-3.25,
a mark that was six inches better
than the runner-up. It was also a
good meet for Jordan Wesner. The
sophomore from Princeton, Wis.,
cleared 7-2.5 to win the men’s high
jump after finishing in second
place in 2016.

AAC, Aresco re-up

The American Athletic Confer-
ence announced that it has extend-
ed commissioner Mike Aresco’s
contract through June 2022.

“I am extremely proud of the
progress that this conference has
made,” Aresco said in a statement.

“Our presidents and athletic
directors have made the commit-
ment necessary for us to become a
Power 6 conference and have — in
a difficult environment — provided
the vision and resources that have
enabled our student-athletes and
coaches to compete at the highest
level ... I am proud and delighted to
represent our conference.”

Last year, the AAC was named
as a finalist for the League of the
Year Award, which is presented by
Sports Business Journal. It was the
only college league to be so hon-
ored.

Loos celebration a joking
matter

Longtime Austin Peay basket-
ball coach and athletic director
and former Memphian Dave Loos
will be honored with a roast on

June 10 at the Dunn
Center in Clarsk-
ville.

The event — enti-
tled “Dave Loos:
Celebrating a Leg-
end” — will pay
tribute to the coach,
who is retiring after

27 seasons with the Governors. A
native of St. Louis, Loos played
basketball and baseball at Mem-
phis State before embarking on a
career that saw him serve as
CBU’s coach from 1982-86 while
also assisting with the Tigers.

He was inducted into the M-
Club Hall of Fame in 2002.

Among those on hand to poke
gentle fun at the 70-year-old will
be Kansas coach Bill Self, Mark
Adams of ESPN and former APSU
stars Bubba Wells and Trenton
Hassell. Tickets for the event are
$30 with proceeds going to the
Dave Loos scholarship fund and
Rally for Rhyan, a pediatric can-
cer studies research fund named
after the coach’s 6-year-old grand-
daughter, who is being treated for
neuroblastoma.

Sunday Sports Brunch is a
weekly look at movers, shakers
and newsmakers on the Memphis
sports scene, from youth level to
the pros. If you have an item of
interest, please contact John Var-
las at john.varlas@commercialap-
peal.com.
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Nick King’s knowledge
not just as a graduate
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Alabama guard Nick King, who transferred to Alabama after two frustrating
seasons with the Tigers, recently graduated with a degree in business management.

NIKKI BOERTMAN / 
THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL FILES

East coach Marcus Wimberly took home
the Rex Award given to the coach of the
year. The award was presented to
Wimberly after he led his alma mater to
a 13-2 record and the 4A state
championship in 2016.
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