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Ballots for the Tennessee Titans Mr.
Football awards were sent to media
members and coaches this week. And
Shelby County should be well-represent-
ed when the semifinalists are announced
next month.

But nowhere more so than in Division
2-A. The small-school classification is
home to some big talent this year and it
would not be shocking to see three — or
perhaps all four — semifinalists from
Memphis.

Leading the way is Lausanne's Eric
Gray, the top performer on the state's
fourth-ranked team. Heading into Fri-
day, the sophomore has run for 1,370
yards on 134 carries (10.2 average) while
scoring 27 touchdowns. Gray's been on a
tear recently; he has 13 touchdowns in
the last three games.

Lausanne is the only team to defeat
Harding this year and the Lions have two
good candidates in seniors Marquavious
Moore and Calvin Austin. Moore has
1,251 yards and 15 touchdowns through
seven games while the explosive Austin
(three punt return scores, one kickoff re-
turn) is a threat to go the distance on ev-
ery play.

Don't forget about last year's winner.
Chase Hayden of St. George's is starting
to come on strong after a bit of a slow
start and heads into Friday with 914
yards and 16 scores.

And if you want a good dark horse
candidate, look no further than Ross-
ville's Tavaris Moore. The senior leads
the area in rushing at 231.8 yards per
game (1,623 on a whopping 13.6 yards per
carry) with 22 touchdowns.

GAMES OF THE WEEK

Collierville (2-6, 1-4 Region 4-6A) at
(1) Whitehaven (8-0, 5-0), 7 p.m.

(2) Cordova (8-0, 5-0 Region 4-6A) at
Houston (4-4, 4-1), 7 p.m.

Storylines: Talk around town is well
underway about next week's regular sea-
son closer between Whitehaven and Cor-
dova. But both teams have some work to
do before then. Collierville's running
game will be a challenge to the stout Whi-
tehaven defense, and the Dragons his-
torically have played the Tigers tough.
Houston, meanwhile, is one of the sea-
son's most pleasant surprises and a vic-
tory over the Wolves guarantee a first-
round home playoff game. Neither of the
unbeatens should be overlooking their
opposition Friday.

OTHER DANDY DOZEN GAMES

Craigmont (1-7) at (3) MUS (8-0), 7
p.m.

Storylines: After a battle against Bri-
arcrest last week, Dorian Hopkins, Bob-
by Wade and the rest of the Owls should
find a smoother road against the Chiefs,
who have played better in recent weeks
after a very slow start.

Manassas (0-8) at (4) Lausanne (8-0),
7 p.m.

Storylines: Gray and quarterback
Mario Nolan-Dillard likely won't be on

the field very long as they try to burnish
their resumes. Manassas has scored just
66 points all year, third-fewest among
Shelby County teams.

University School of Jackson (6-2) at
(5) Briarcrest, 7 p.m.

Storylines: A tough late-season, non-
league test for the Saints, who were in
control at halftime last week at MUS be-
fore losing 21-17. Bruins' quarterback Ja-
cob Buie has thrown for 2,485 yards and
25 touchdowns, primarily to Ryan Miller
and Wells Smith.

Catholic (1-7) at (6) CBHS (6-2), 7
p.m.

Storylines: With MUS visiting on Oct.
28, the Brothers will get a chance to give
their starters plenty of rest against the
Chargers, who defeated winless BTW 14-
12 last week for their only victory.

Martin Luther King Prep (0-8) vs. (7)
East (7-1) at the Fairgrounds, 7 p.m.

Storylines: Another game that looks
like a mismatch on paper. The Rams
have been outscored 430-30 this season
while East boasts Shelby County's sev-
enth-ranked defense.

Sheffield (0-7, 0-4 Region 8-3A) at
(9) Raleigh-Egypt (8-0, 4-0), 7 p.m.

Storylines: The Knights have been
dangerous at times this season but it will
take a monster effort to knock the Phara-
ohs from the unbeaten ranks.

Hernando (6-2, 2-2 MHSAA 1-4A) at
(10) Horn Lake (8-1, 3-1), 7 p.m.

Storylines: Quite simply, the biggest
game between these two in — well, who
knows when? The Tigers need a victory
to stay in the thick of the playoff race but
are facing one of the area's hottest backs
in Tyler Grim (499 yards in his last two
games). D.J. Reed and Brandon Pierre —
Hernando's two fine linebackers — will
be busy.

(11) Central (7-1, 5-0 Region 8-5A) vs.
Overton (3-5, 0-5) at Halle, 7 p.m.

Storylines: Warriors coach Lynord
Crutchfield says he's still waiting for his
team to put it together for a full four
quarters. Overton's Brandon Willis is a
dangerous back but if Central can keep
the turnovers in check it should be fine.

(12) Ridgeway (5-3) at Melrose (2-6),
7 p.m.

Storylines: The Golden Wildcats put
up their best numbers of the year last
week — beating a good Bolivar Central
team 53-38 — and this one could also be
explosive. Ridgeway quarterback Ty-
rique Sandusky (222.5 yards per game,
22 touchdowns) is Shelby County's No. 3
passer while Melrose's Ahdai Paige
(208.6, 22) is fourth. Line play will likely
determine this one.

FRIDAY'S OTHER GAMES

7 p.m. — Arlington at Bartlett, Lake
Cormorant at Center Hill, Tupelo-Miss.
at DeSoto Central, Oakhaven vs. Fairley
at J.P. Freeman, North Delta at Fayette
Aca., Northpoint at Fayette-Ware,
Kingsbury at First Assembly, White Sta-
tion at Germantown, Bolivar Central vs.
Hamilton at Crump, West Memphis at
Jacksonville-Ark., Wooddale at Kirby,
Covington at Millington, Brighton at
Munford, Lewisburg at New Hope-
Miss., Columbus-Miss. at Olive Branch,
Marion at Pine Bluff-Ark., Southaven at
South Panola, Bolton at Southwind, ECS
at St. Benedict, MAHS at St. George's,
Rossville Christian at Tupelo Christian
Prep, Middle College at Washington, Tip-
ton-Rosemark Aca. at West Memphis
Christian.
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Lausanne sophomore Eric Gray is one of the area's top Mr. Football candidates.

Division 2-A stocked with talent

Grizzlies waive Chris Crawford, Vince Hunter
The Grizzlies announced Thursday that they have waived guard Chris Crawford, a former
University of Memphis standout, and forward Vince Hunter.

That reduced the roster to 18 — it must be down to an NBA-mandated 15 by Monday —
but they promptly announced the signing of two more players: center Matt Costello and
guard Kellen Dunham.

Crawford signed on Sept. 23 and made four preseason appearances for the Grizzlies,
averaging 3.8 points, 1.8 rebounds and 2.8 assists. Hunter signed on Oct. 9 and played in
four preseason games, averaging 8.8 points and 4.0 rebounds.

The 6-foot-9, 245-pound Costello had been on the Atlanta Hawks’ preseason roster,
coming off the bench in two games and averaging 4 points and 3.5 rebounds. He went
undrafted this year after a four-year career at Michigan State.

The 6-6, 205-pound Dunham played for the Grizzlies at the 2016 Summer League in Las
Vegas, averaging 2 points and 1 rebound in four games. He went undrafted this year
after a four-year career at Butler.
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D.J. Stephens (left) and Chris Crawford during Memphis Grizzlies media day held at
FedExForum.

There is an expectation that starting
shooting guard Tony Allen (knee) will
practice over the next week. Whether
small forward Chandler Parsons (knee)
participates is uncertain. Parsons did not
practice or play during the preseason.
He may not be ready for the regular-sea-
son opener against the Timberwolves
but Fizdale sounds as if he’ll focus on so-
lidifying chemistry among the healthy
players.

“I want to clean up some things sys-
tematically. We’ll get into the film room
and add some things,” Fizdale said.
“Hopefully, we’ll build some more chem-
istry to get us ready for that first game.”

Preseason finale a recipe for
Fiz-ball

Fizdale’s idea of promoting grit and
grind surely isn’t to fall behind by 40
points in a game.

But if there was a positive take-away
from Grizzlies’ 101-94 loss to the Timber-
wolves it was how the team battled back
to make a game of it.

Albeit with mostly training camp in-
vitees on the floor, the Griz fourth-quar-
ter highlights included:

1. Manufacturing a 32-7 run to cut the
deficit to nine with about two minutes re-
maining. It was a six-point game with
26.6 seconds left.

2. Forcing nine of the T’wolves’ 21
turnovers (five steals).

3. Outrebounding Minnesota 17-9.
4. Making 7 of 13 three-point attempts

while harassing Minnesota into 0-of-7
shooting from beyond the arc.

“For a first-year head coach to have
that be my first group of young kids to
set the tone for our player development
program I couldn’t be more proud,” Fiz-
dale said. “They had a game against At-
lanta where they really stunk it up in the
same situation. And they never looked
back after that. They grew from it.
They’re all fighting for jobs. And they
did it the right way. They did it together.
That’s what I want the Memphis Griz-
zlies to resemble — that image of those
young kids out there competing their
tails off.”

Fizdale made it a point to admonish
his starters for going through the mo-
tions early in the game. Fizdale saw a
group that was ready for the preseason
to end. But he didn’t let the starters off
the hook and made them start the second
half since they were mostly responsible
for digging the hole.

“Quite honestly, they kicked our butt.
They kicked our vets’ butt,” Fizdale said.
“I’ve seen that before. We looked like a
team ready for the preseason to be over.
We didn’t come to compete with our main
guys. They knew it. They heard about it.”

Gasol named team captain

Gasol wasn’t expected to play
Wednesday but started and logged 20
minutes. The 7-footer struggled most of
the night but the bigger picture was Fiz-
dale wanting to continue Gasol’s role as a
leader.

Fizdale revealed that he named Gasol
as the Grizzlies’ lone captain.

“When you’re captain you can’t dis-
tance yourself from what’s going on,”
Fizdale said. “I want to develop him as a
leader. He took over a huddle for me. …
We’ll have one captain. I don’t want Mike
Conley to have that burden because I

want him to be thinking All Star. I don’t
want him having to police the team. I
want Marc to have that on his shoulders.”

When asked about Gasol’s perfor-
mance after suffering a bone bruise in
his right foot last Saturday, Fizdale said:
“He looked OK. Just OK.”

Solid debut

In 12 minutes, rookie forward Deyon-
ta Davis amassed five rebounds and two
blocked shots while playing for the first
time since he was drafted. Davis seemed
to grow more confident and comfortable
after blocking a shot soon after he took
the court.

“I was really happy with his minutes
for a guy who hasn’t been in live action
for a long time,” Fizdale said. “He
showed some real flashes of talent and
impact. It’s just a matter of time for him
getting a rhythm. The sky’s the limit for
him.”

Davis participated in full practices
over the past week but didn’t expect to
play.

“I just came out and did what I could
do in the amount of time I had,” he said.

Davis looks to fellow Michigan State
alum, Zach Randolph, for mentoring.
Randolph sounds happy to oblige.

“He’s a young Spartan. He’s got a
great upside to him,” Randolph said. “In

the NBA, it’s about putting the time in
and that’s what he’s been doing.”

Who’s hot

Forward Troy Williams finished with
the second-best plus/minus (22) next to
Wayne Selden (26) by making both of his
shot attempts (one 3-pointer) in 19 min-
utes. Williams filled the stat sheet by
making 5 of 6 free throws to go with six
rebounds and two steals.

Who’s not

Former University of Memphis guard
Chris Crawford made 3 of 8 shots against
Minnesota and has struggled to make
shots throughout the preseason. He’s
shot 36.8 percent (7 of 19) overall and
buried just one of his six three-point at-
tempts.

Worth repeating

“Because he’s healthy. And game min-
utes will give you conditioning. I still
wanted him to get out there with his
teammates and continue to get some
kind of rhythm. But I didn’t want to over-
do it.” – Fizdale, when asked about the
rationale for playing Gasol in the presea-
son finale.

Grizzlies
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KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia - Jus-
tin Thomas began his title defense
with an 8-under 64 at the CIMB Clas-
sic on Thursday, making nine birdies
and a bogey to move into a three-way
tie with Keegan Bradley and Derek
Fathauer for the first-round lead.

Thomas, who won his first PGA
Tour title here last year in a tourna-

ment-record total 26-
under-par 262, said he
felt at ease in the open-
ing round of the PGA
Tour-sanctioned event.

“If there’s such a
thing as an easy 8-un-
der, it was,” Thomas
said. “I wedged it great.

I took advantage of the first three par
5s.

“I was just very comfortable and
hit it in there close a couple of times
and made a couple putts, but it was a
pretty low-stress day.”

Bradley had six birdies on the
front nine and an eagle at the par-5
10th but then had two bogeys on his
next three holes before recovering
with birdies at the 16th and 17th.

England’s Paul Casey was one
stroke behind the leaders at 7 under,
one clear of Asian Tour leader Anir-
ban Lahiri and two ahead of a group of
four at 5 under, including Sergio Gar-
cia and Aaron Baddeley.

Ryan Moore, who won the CIMB
Classic in 2013 and 2014, opened with a
71 in his first tournament since he de-
livered the winning Ryder Cup point
for the Americans.

He was one of 13 players tied for
44th at 1 under, including Ian Poulter,
who was making his first PGA Tour-
sanctioned start since a foot injury in
May caused him to take off the rest of
the season. Poulter tied for 28th last
week at the Macau Open, his first
tournament back.

LPGA Tour

HAINAN, China - Minjee Lee bird-
ied the final three holes for a 7-under
65 and a two-stroke lead in the Blue
Bay LPGA, playing in perfect condi-
tions two days after Typhoon Sarika
hit the resort.

American Jessica Korda and Ger-
many’s Sandra Gal shot 67 on the long
course with large rolling, tiered
greens with small effective landing
areas. Gal holed out from 89 yards for
eagle on the par-4 second.

European Tour

VILAMOURA, Portugal - Scot-
land’s Marc Warren birdied the first
six holes and finished with an 8-under
63 to take the first-round lead in the
Portugal Masters.

American David Lipsky was a
stroke back at Oceanico Victoria
along with Finland’s Mikko Korhonen
and Englishmen Eddie Pepperell, Cal-
lum Shinkwin and Matthew Baldwin.

GOLF ROUNDUP

Thomas fires
8-under 64,
shares lead at
CIMB Classic
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