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have Northpoint and ECS still to play.

GAME OF THE WEEK

(5) Briarcrest (6-1, 1-0 Division 2-AA
West) at (3) MUS (7-0, 1-0), 7 p.m.

Storylines: As mentioned above, the
winner here controls its own destiny in
the title race. It figures to be a very in-
teresting match-up; quarterback Jack-
son Walker and the Saints boast the sec-
ond-best offense in Shelby County (398.1
yards per game) while MUS has the best
defense, allowing just 131.6 yards per
contest.

OTHER DANDY DOZEN GAMES

(6) CBHS (5-2, 0-1 Division 2-AA
West) at St. Benedict (3-4, 0-1), 7 p.m.

Storylines: The loss to Briarcrest two
weeks ago was costly for the Brothers,
but they can secure a first-round playoff
game with a victory tonight. And while
the Eagles have been playing better,
CBHS has too much on both sides of the
ball.

(7) East (6-1, 2-0 Region 8-4A) at Mil-
lington (2-5, 1-1), 7 p.m.

Storylines: Thanks to a rock-solid de-
fense (fifth in Shelby County allowing
180.9 yards per game) and a stable of
playmakers on offense, the Mustangs
have won six straight. Millington has
won two in a row after an 0-5 start, but it
will take a huge effort to keep East from
getting its seventh.

(8) Harding (5-1, 1-1 Division 2-A
West 2) at Northpoint (3-4, 0-3), 7 p.m.

Storylines: The Trojans have the tal-
ent to pull the upset, but they’ll need to
play their best game of the season to do it.
Harding is explosive, strong on both lines
and its special teams have been terrific.

(10) Horn Lake (7-1, 2-1MHSAA 1-6A)
at Olive Branch (0-7, 0-3), 7 p.m.

Storylines: The OB fan base is grow-
ing restless over the lack of success un-
der first-year coach Pete Hurt. But it
should be noted that the Quistors have
played the third-toughest schedule in
Shelby or DeSoto County. Their oppo-
nents (Brentwood Academy, Charleston,
MUS, White Station, Southaven, South
Panola, DeSoto Central) have a com-
bined winning percentage of .699.

Southwind (4-3, 1-2) vs. (11) Central
(6-1, 4-0) at Crump, 7 p.m.

Storylines: Last week’s victory over
Brighton was huge for the Warriors, who
have won six in a row following a 19-13
loss to MUS in Week 1. Southwind needs a
victory to boost its playoff chances with
an improved Bolton team on deck next
week.

OTHER GAMES

7 p.m.: Kirby at Bolton; Wooddale at
Brighton; Saltillo-Miss. at Center Hill;
Southaven at Columbus-Miss.; DeSoto
Central at Hernando; Middleton vs. KIPP
at Fairgrounds; West Point-Miss. at Lake
Cormorant; Clarksdale at Lewisburg;
Westwood at Lexington Catholic; Lancas-
ter Christian at Macon Road; Mountain
Home-Ark. at Marion; Overton at Mun-
ford; Mitchell at Oakhaven; Hamilton vs.
Sheffield at Halle; Tipton-Rosemark at St.
George’s; West Memphis Christian at Tu-
nica Academy; Fayette Academy at USJ;
Jonesboro at West Memphis

7:30 p.m.: Fayette-Ware at Covington

With three weeks left in the high
school football regular season, the play-
off picture is starting to come into focus.
Here is quick look at how the regions
shape up heading into Friday’s games.

Region 4-6A: All eight teams are
automatically in. Undefeated Whiteha-
ven and Cordova are locks to host in the
first round with surprising Houston and
White Station also closing in on a top-
four finish. Arlington, Collierville, Ger-
mantown and Bartlett will likely be on
the road.

Region 8-5A: The Oct. 28 game be-
tween Brighton and Bolton is looming
large; those two are tied for second in the
league at 3-1 behind undefeated Central.
Southwind and Munford are both 2-2, al-
though the Jaguars own a victory over
the Cougars. Friday’s game at Crump
against Central is a huge one for South-
wind.

Region 8-4A: Barring major sur-
prises, the winner of the Oct. 28 game be-
tween East and Ridgeway will be the
champ and top seed with the loser finish-
ing second. The Craigmont-Millington
winner will be third and the loser fourth.

Region 8-3A: Raleigh-Egypt can do
no worse than second; the Pharaohs will
be the favorites against Sheffield in
Week 10 and finish with a surprising
Fayette-Ware team that is 3-1and tied for
Bolivar Central with second. Covington
(2-2) has Fayette-Ware and Sheffield re-
maining, while Melrose (1-3) finishes
with Bolivar Central and Hamilton.

Region 8-2A: Mitchell is in the driv-
er’s seat with Westwood also in. Oak-
haven and Fairley are currently tied for
third, and they’ll meet in Week 11.

Region 7-2A: MAHS and Douglass
are both undefeated in the league with
Trezevant trailing due to its forfeit loss
to the Lions. The Red Devils have yet to
play MAHS or Trezevant though. Hill-
crest will finish fourth barring a major
upset against Trezevant in the finale.

Region 8-1A: The top four make the
playoffs, and this is a four-team region.
Which means the KIPP-Middle College
winner in Week 11will be the champ with
the loser finishing second, and Booker T.
Washington and Middleton are playoff-
bound despite being 1-5 and 1-6 respec-
tively.

Division 2-AA West: All four teams
are in. Briarcrest has already beaten
CBHS and can take a huge step toward
the title with a victory tonight at MUS.
MUS and CBHS meet on Oct. 28. St. Ben-
edict needs a big upset to escape the cel-
lar.

Division 2-A West 1: University
School of Jackson has the toughest
schedule remaining with games against
current league-leader Fayette Academy
and St. George’s. The defending state
champion Gryphons finish with Tipton-
Rosemark and USJ.

Division 2-A West 2: Lausanne is in
control with winnable games against
ECS and FACS remaining. Should the
Crusaders lose to the Lynx, that could
vault Harding up to second; the Lions

WEEK 9 PREP FOOTBALL PREVIEW

Playoff picture becomes clearer
Some team playing
to host playoffs
JOHN VARLAS
JOHN.VARLAS@COMMERCIALAPPEAL.COM
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With three weeks to go in the regular season, Jeremy Banks and Cordova have already done
enough to secure a first-round home game in 6A.

Heading into Sunday’s game against
Cleveland, Titans running back DeMar-
co Murray ranks second in the NFL in
rushing and second in all-purpose yards.

As well as the former NFL Offensive
MVP has performed, however, there re-
main plenty of fans clamoring for more
Derrick Henry.

Titans offensive coordinator Terry
Robiskie understands.

“I think that’s a fan deal, maybe that’s
a (media) deal or maybe it’s an Alabama

deal,” Robiskie said. “Ev-
erybody wants to see their
guy play. Hand him the
ball and let him go.”

That doesn’t mean Ro-
biskie is sympathetic to
the cause.

The more yardage that
Murray piles up — and the

more comfortable Murray gets running
behind the Titans’ strong offensive line
— the more likely Robiskie is to stick
with a game plan that works: Murray as
the main course, with a nice helping of
Henry on the side.

“Derrick’s a young man, and he’s go-
ing to play the game for a long time, and
he’s going to be an outstanding football
player for a long time,” Robiskie said.
“But today we’ve got a guy that’s going
pretty good for us. He’s having a pretty
good start and doing some good things.

“In my opinion, Derrick is just kind of
sitting back, watching that old man
(Murray) work and letting him do his
thing. Just watching him work, letting
him do what he’s doing and learning
from him.”

This season has been an adjustment
for Henry, one of the Titans’ three sec-
ond-round draft picks. The 6-3, 247-
pound Henry won the Heisman Trophy
last season after setting University of

Alabama records with 395 carries, 2,219
yards and 28 touchdowns.

So far this season, Henry has run 34
times for 151 yards, an average of about
seven carries per contest.

“Well it’s a big drop-off from (almost)
400 to (34),” Henry said with a smile
Thursday, “but you’ve just got to stay pa-
tient, stay locked in and keep working.”

To his credit, Henry does seem to
have stayed locked in.

Off the field, Robiskie gives him high
marks for preparation.

“He’s been working,” Robiskie said.
“He’s been focused in meetings. He’s
been writing down notes and doing that
kind of stuff, just studying and prepar-
ing.”

He also has taken advantage of the
chances he’s had in games.

Against Miami last week, for in-
stance, Henry came off the bench and
steamrolled the Dolphins for 54 yards on
seven carries — a total that included a
22-yard gain. It marked the third game
he’d posted at least seven carries and to-
taled at least 40 yards this season.

Henry ranks fifth among NFL rookie
rushers despite his limited role.

“When he goes in, we hand it to him
and he’s made some plays,” Robiskie
said. “Against Miami last week, we hand-
ed it to him and I think, two or three
times, he split (the defense) and went
right down the middle. It was great for
us.

“Now that might be his way of saying,
‘I keep telling y’all — give it to me. Put
me in and let me go.’ But he’s been fine
(with his role). He’s been fine.”

TENNESSEE TITANS

Titans’ Henry stays
patient, productive
JOHN GLENNON
JGLENNON@TENNESSEAN.COM

NEXT GAME
BROWNS (0-5) at TITANS (2-3)

When: Noon Sunday

TV/radio: WREG-TV Channel 3/WMFS 92.9 FM

Henry 

Aaron Rodgers was sitting at his
locker during Green Bay Packers
training camp when the conversation
turned to the progression of young
quarterbacks.

It was early August, a few weeks be-
fore a broken bone in Tony Romo’s back
thrust rookie Dak Prescott into action
for the Dallas Cowboys, who visit
Green Bay on Sunday. But Rodgers’
words are worth revisiting now that
Prescott’s strong start seems to have
the Cowboys hedging ever so slightly
on their commitment to Romo, as the
veteran gets closer to making his re-
turn.

“You’ve got a lot on your plate, a lot
of expectations, and the ball’s in your
hands every single play,” Rodgers, the
two-time NFL MVP, told USA TODAY
Sports that day.

“You’ve got to be consistent. De-
fenses will scheme for you in the off-
season when you’ve had good years.
They’ll see what other teams are doing
that worked and didn’t work and try
and repeat the stuff that worked
against you.

“You’ve got to take on the onslaught
of the pressure that usually happens to
young quarterbacks from a defensive
standpoint, bringing extra pressure,
five or six rushers, and then when they
figure out what works best against you
— whether that’s two-man with a spy or
one-high zone or one-high man or what-
ever it might be — you have to prove
you can continue to make plays.”

No doubt, Prescott has handled
things superbly, looking poised and de-
cisive in completing 69 percent of his
passes for 1,239 yards, four touch-
downs and no interceptions — his 155
throws without a pick are the most ever
by a rookie to start his career. He’s also
added another three TDs rushing dur-
ing the Cowboys’ 4-1 start.

But the process is only beginning for

Prescott, Philadelphia Eagles quarter-
back Carson Wentz and others who
have impressed immediately.

Opposing coordinators have just
five NFL game tapes on Prescott, the
fourth-round draft pick from Missis-
sippi State.

Job No. 1 when facing the Cowboys
is stopping fellow rookie Ezekiel Elliott
and Dallas’ potent running game,
which creates favorable matchups
through the air.

At some point, somebody will find
ways to make Prescott’s life more diffi-
cult, and it’ll be up to him to adjust and
respond to adversity.

That makes it more striking that in
conversations this week with NFL ex-
ecutives, scouts and coaches — all
speaking on condition of anonymity for
competitive reasons — a strong con-
sensus emerged that the Cowboys
should stick with Prescott regardless
of Romo’s status, unless the rookie
plays himself out of the lineup. Some
said this shouldn’t even be a question,
given the risk of dividing the locker
room, disrupting Prescott’s trajectory
and messing with chemistry on an of-
fense that’s rolling. A high-ranking
scout compared Prescott to a young
Warren Moon.

In essence, Jones and Co. have got-
ten an extended version of the glimpse
the Packers got on Nov. 29, 2007, when
Rodgers, then in his third season, re-
lieved an injured Brett Favre against
the Cowboys and threw for 201 yards
and a touchdown, setting the stage for
him to take over when Favre retired,
unretired and was traded the following
year. 

And Favre had been a lot more de-
pendable than Romo, who has played in
just four games since the start of last
season and is due $14 million in 2017.

“Just like in my position or any
young quarterback,” Rodgers said in
that August interview, “if they can find
somebody to do it for less, at or above
your level, it’s an easy choice.”

ANALYSIS

Is there answer to Cowboys’
Prescott/Romo QB dilemma?
TOM PELISSEROA
USA TODAY SPORTS

Griz built a 58-52 halftime lead. Mem-
phis’ defense decidedly improved in the
second after allowing Oklahoma City to
score 31 points — many of which were
earned from beyond the arc — in the
opening frame.

That JaMychal Green, who is Zach
Randolph’s replacement in the starting
lineup, continues to jell with Conley and
Gasol is also encouraging for Fizdale.
The trio provided an example of synergy
early in the third quarter. 

Referee Leroy Richardson inexplica-
bly whistled Green for a technical foul
after Conley scored, and the action had
already gone the other way. Green vehe-
mently complained.

But when play resumed, Green dove
for a steal and poked the ball away into
Conley’s hands. The defensive gem ignit-
ed a fast break. Conley flipped the ball to
Gasol beyond the 3-point arc. Gasol
promptly fired a pass to an open Troy
Williams under the basket.

Williams drew a foul on his layup at-
tempt and converted two free throws.

Fizdale called Green to the bench dur-
ing the stoppage in play to congratulate
the third-year forward on the mental
toughness it took to block out the official
and make a play.

Green, who had three fouls in his first
10 minutes, has that part of his game to
clean up. But Gasol sounded pleased
with his new front-court partner.

“Playing with JaMychal is good right
now,” Gasol said. “The four is more like a
three. Right now, we really many (offen-
sive) plays. We have stuff to get us going.
So the four is just like another guard out
there, floating around the 3-point line,
setting screens and just finding an open
spot.”

Tip-ins: Jarell Martin (foot), Brandan
Wright (knee) and Deyonta Davis (foot)
were held out. Tony Allen (knee) also did
not play and has yet to see time in the pre-
season. Fizdale said before the game that
the Griz would continue to be cautious
with banged-up players. …The Griz wore
“TC” pins on their shooting shirts in re-
membrance of Terence Crutcher — the
unarmed Tulsa man killed by local police.
Crutcher’s family attended the game.

Griz
Continued from Page 1C
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Memphis Grizzlies Marc Gasol, left, and Zach Randolph.


