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Meet the Commercial Appeal all-metro girls swimming
team
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Meet the semifinalists for The Commercial Appeal's girls' swimmer of the year.

The winner will be announced the inaugural Commercial Appeal Sports Awards at the Opheum on June 9.

The semifinalists and their two guests are invited to attend the ESPY-type awards show for free. Tickets are on
sale for the event are also available for $31.50 at sportsawards.commercialappeal.com
(http://sportsawards.commercialappeal.com/).

More than 100 Memphis-area athletes and coaches will be honored at the event, which will also feature guest
speaker Archie Manning (http://www.commercialappeal.com/story/sports/high-school/2017/02/16/ca-sports-
awards-tickets-sale-beginning-friday/97915724/).

FEMALE SWIMMER OF THE YEAR SEMIFINALISTS

Meredith Geyer, Germantown, senior: A three-time all-metro performer, Geyer was a double-winner at the Shelby County meet, winning the 200
freestyle (1:53.69) and the 500 freestyle (5.05.47). At state, she finished eighth in the 200 and ninth in the 500 to cap an excellent career.

----------

Alyssa Hale, Harding, senior: Hale, who is a multi-time all-metro honoree, wrapped up her high school career
with a good showing at state. She finished seventh in the 100 butterfly and eighth in the 100 breastroke.

----------

Abbie Kilpatrick, DeSoto Central, freshman: Kilpatrick placed third
in the 200-individual medley (2:17.40) and fifth in the 100 breastroke
(1:12.22) while helping the Jaguars’ 400 relay team to a fifth place
finish at the Mississippi Class 2 state meet.

----------

Lauren Mabie, St. Mary’s,
junior: Mabie captured two
championships at the Shelby
County meet, winning the
100 breastroke and the 200
individual medley. She was
also excellent at the state
meet in Knoxville, finishing
runner-up in both of those
races.

----------
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Audrey McKinnon, White Station, sophomore: McKinnon landed a spot on the all-metro team as a freshman
and followed that up with a strong performance in 2017. She earned a pair of fourth-places at state, finishing the
100 breastoke in 1:04.10 and the 200 individual medley in 2:05.90.

----------

Erin Milligan, Collierville, freshman: Milligan was very impressive at
the state meet in Knoxville, claiming third in the 100-freestyle (51.26)
and sixth in the 200-individual medley (2:06.29).

----------

Kiara Norris, St. Mary’s,
junior: The talented Norris
doubled at the Shelby
County meet, winning the
100 butterfly and the 100
individual medley. She then
went on to grab a runner-up
state finish in the 100
butterfly and help the
Turkeys’ 200 IM relay team
claim third.

----------

Sarah Thompson, St. George’s, senior: Thompson, last year’s Commercial Appeal swimmer of the year, was
the lone girl from Shelby County to win a state championship in 2017. She won the 50 freestyle for the second
straight season, finishing in a school-record time of 23.01, and also earned a second-place in the 100
backstroke.

----------

ALL-METRO TEAM

Abbey Autrey, St. Mary's; Gabby Acker, St. George's; Abby Bowers, Collierville; Mariah Clemons, St. Benedict;
Mason Davis, St. Mary's; Claire Epperson, St. George's; Julia Fogel, St. George's; Mary Hannah Gaushell,
MHEA; Meredith Geyer, Germantown; Mary Miller Goldberg, St. George's; Alyssa Hale, Harding; Megan
Horning, Lausanne; Eva Kerr, Houston; Abbie Kilpatrick, DeSoto Central; Rachel Kriger, ECS; Lauren Mabie, St.
Mary's; Audrey McKinnon, White Station; Erin Milligan, Collierville; Kiara Norris, St. Mary's; Lucy Patterson,
White Station; Maggie Stevens, Tipton-Rosemark; Sarah Thompson, St. George's; Rachel Winningham, DeSoto

Central; Madison Wolfanger, St. Benedict

----------

COACH OF THE YEAR

Kim MacQueen, St. Mary’s: MacQueen is honored for the second year in a row after coaching five winners at the Shelby County meet before guiding
the Turkeys to a fourth-place finish at state.

Reach John Varlas at john.varlas@commercialappeal.com or on Twitter @johnvarlas.
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Redbirds defeat Omaha 6-4 in 10 innings: A
little extra baseball won't hurt anybody, especially
when it comes to keeping a win streak alive. And
the Memphis Redbirds upped theirs to six with
Wednesday afternoon's 6-4 Pacific Coast League
victory at Omaha.

The hero in the top of the 10th inning was Tom-
my Pham, who brought home both Paul DeJong and
Wilfredo Tovar with a double to left. DeJong and
Tovar reached base on a double and walk, respec-
tively.

In improving to 16-11, Memphis pounded out 11
hits, including two each from Pham (both doubles),
Tovar and Harrison Bader. Patrick Wisdom hit a
solo home run in the sixth inning, giving the third
baseman five this season.

Earning the win on the mound was John Brebbia,
who pitched three innings in relief of starter Josh
Zeid. Rowan Wick got the save for the Redbirds,
who'll continue their series with the Storm Chasers
(13-12) Thursday at 6:35 p.m. 

Tony Romo to try qualifying for US Open: Tony
Romo’s next pursuit of a championship will be in
golf.

And it’s a long shot.
A month after the Dallas Cowboys quarterback

retired, Romo is among nearly 9,500 players who
signed up for the U.S. Open. He plays an 18-hole
local qualifier Monday at Split Rail Links and Golf
Club about 30 minutes west of Fort Worth.

If he advances, the next step is sectional qualify-
ing on June 5 to get into the U.S. Open at Erin Hills
in Wisconsin.

This isn’t the first time Romo has tried to qual-
ify. He made it out of local qualifying in 2010. In a
36-hole sectional qualifier where only two of the 35
players advanced, Romo opened with a 71 and with-
drew in the afternoon after two weather delays.

Orville Moody in 1969 was the last player to go
through local qualifying and win the U.S. Open.

Sharapova to learn Wimbledon fate on June
20: Maria Sharapova may have to wait until June 20
to see if she will be welcomed back to this year’s
tournament at Wimbledon.

Sharapova, the 2004 champion at the All England
Club, returned to the WTA Tour last week after
serving a 15-month ban for doping and reached the
semifinals in Stuttgart, leaving her ranked No. 262.

Sharapova is set to play two more tournaments,
in Madrid and Rome, before the deadline for direct
entry to Wimbledon qualifying. Deep runs at those
events could earn her enough points to make the
main draw, while she will also find out on May 16 if
she gets a wild card for the French Open.

Wimbledon chief executive Richard Lewis said
Wednesday there will be a meeting of the tourna-
ment’s tennis sub-committee on June 20, when it
will be clear which players have been accepted into
the main draw. Wimbledon begins July 3, its latest
start since 1895.

Andy Murray, the world’s top-ranked men’s play-
er, said he expects Sharapova to be granted a wild
card if she needs one.

“But I’m sure they are hoping they don’t have to
make the decision,” Murray said Tuesday at the
launch of the Queen’s Club tournament, a warm-up
event for Wimbledon. “There’s a good chance that
she can get in by right, which I’m sure is what she’s
hoping for and that’s what Wimbledon would be
hoping for.”

Zeke and Dak on top in merchandising: Here’s
more proof that the 2016 season was a superb one
for rookies: Ezekiel Elliott and Dak Prescott topped
NFL player merchandise and products sales.

The Dallas Cowboys running back who led the
league in rushing and the quarterback who was the
Offensive Rookie of the Year represent the first
time two rookies led the list compiled by the NFL
Players Association.

The list is based on total sales of officially li-
censed NFL player merchandise, tracking year-end
results from March 1, 2016, through Feb. 28, 2017.

Super Bowl MVP Brady was third on the list
after holding the top spot for much of the mea-
suring period. He was followed by yet another
Cowboy, receiver Bryant, and Giants wideout Beck-
ham Jr.

Brady vinyl figures were the most popular
among those items, and he also led in plush dolls,
player-identified kids T-shirts and jerseys.

Another rookie, Eagles quarterback Carson
Wentz was seventh overall but tops in bobblehead
sales.

Former NBA player Roy shot, wounded in
California: Former NBA player Brandon Roy was
injured in a shooting while attending a party in
Southern California over the weekend, authorities
said Wednesday.

Los Angeles County sheriff’s Lt. Joseph Williams
said Roy was one of four people shot in Compton on
Saturday.

He said Roy and the three other victims were
attending a party when two men walked up and
opened fire without saying a word. Williams said all
four victims were shot in the upper body but suf-
fered non-life-threatening injuries.

Investigators are still trying to determine a
motive for the shooting. No arrests have been
made.

The 32-year-old Roy starred at Washington,
where he was Pac-12 player of the year in 2006.

He played in the NBA for Portland and Minneso-
ta and won the league’s Rookie of the Year award in
2007. He was forced to retire because of a degener-
ative knee condition.

Roy now coaches the boys’ basketball team at a
high school in his hometown of Seattle.

In the news

Television
Basketball: NBA Playoffs, Boston at Washington, Game 3,
ESPN, 7 p.m.
Basketball: NBA Playoffs, Utah at Golden State, Game 2,
ESPN, 9:30 p.m. 
Golf: PGA Tour, Well Fargo Championship, first round, GOLF
Channel, 1 p.m.
Hockey: NHL Playoffs, Ottawa at N.Y. Rangers, Game 4,
NBCSN, 6:30 p.m. 
Soccer: UEFA Europa League, Celta Vigo vs. Manchester
United, FS1, 2 p.m. 
Soccer: FIFA Beach World Cup, Switzerland vs. Iran, FS2,
5:25 p.m. 
Soccer: FIFA Beach World Cup, Italy vs. Senegal, FS2, 7 p.m.
Baseball: MLB, Milwaukee at St. Louis, FSTN, 6 p.m. 
Baseball: MLB, New York Mets at Atlanta, FSSE, 6:30 p.m.

Radio
Baseball: MLB, Milwaukee at St. Louis, WMC 790, 6 p.m.
Baseball: Redbirds at Omaha, WHBQ 87.7/560, 6 p.m. 

This listing is compiled using information supplied by stations
and networks, and is subject to late changes without notice.

On the air

Meet the semifinalists for The Commercial Ap-
peal's girls' swimmer of the year. The winner
will be announced the inaugural Commercial

Appeal Sports Awards at the Opheum on June 9. 
The semifinalists and their two guests are invited to

attend the ESPY-type awards show for free. Tickets are
on sale for the event are also available for $31.50 at
sportsawards.commercialappeal.com.

More than 100 Memphis-area athletes and coaches
will be honored at the event, which will also feature
guest speaker Archie Manning. 

FEMALE SWIMMER OF THE YEAR SEMIFINALISTS

Meredith Geyer, German-
town, senior: A three-time
all-metro performer, Geyer
was a double-winner at the
Shelby County meet, win-
ning the 200 freestyle
(1:53.69) and the 500 free-
style (5.05.47). At state, she
finished eighth in the 200
and ninth in the 500 to cap an
excellent career.

Alyssa Hale, Harding, sen-
ior: Hale, who is a multi-time
all-metro honoree, wrapped
up her high school career
with a good showing at state.
She finished seventh in the
100 butterfly and eighth in
the 100 breastroke.

Abbie Kilpatrick, DeSoto
Central, freshman: Kilpat-
rick placed third in the 200-
individual medley (2:17.40)
and fifth in the 100 breas-
troke (1:12.22) while helping
the Jaguars’ 400 relay team
to a fifth place finish at the
Mississippi Class 2 state
meet.

Lauren Mabie, St. Mary’s, ju-
nior: Mabie captured two
championships at the Shelby
County meet, winning the
100 breastroke and the 200
individual medley. She was
also excellent at the state
meet in Knoxville, finishing
runner-up in both of those
races.

Audrey McKinnon, White
Station, sophomore: McKin-
non landed a spot on the all-
metro team as a freshman
and followed that up with a
strong performance in 2017.
She earned a pair of fourth-
places at state, finishing the
100 breastoke in 1:04.10 and
the 200 individual medley in
2:05.90.

Erin Milligan, Collierville,
freshman: Milligan was very
impressive at the state meet
in Knoxville, claiming third
in the 100-freestyle (51.26)
and sixth in the 200-individ-
ual medley (2:06.29).

Kiara Norris, St. Mary’s, ju-
nior: The talented Norris
doubled at the Shelby Coun-
ty meet, winning the 100 but-
terfly and the 100 individual
medley. She then went on to
grab a runner-up state finish
in the 100 butterfly and help
the Turkeys’ 200 IM relay
team claim third.

Sarah Thompson, St.
George’s, senior: Thompson,
last year’s Commercial Ap-
peal swimmer of the year,
was the lone girl from Shel-
by County to win a state
championship in 2017. She
won the 50 freestyle for the
second straight season, fin-
ishing in a school-record
time of 23.01, and also earned
a second-place in the 100
backstroke.

ALL-METRO TEAM

Abbey Autrey, St. Mary's; Gabby Acker, St. George's; Abby Bowers,
Collierville; Mariah Clemons, St. Benedict; Claire Epperson, St. George's;
Julia Fogel, St. George's; Mary Hannah Gaushell, MHEA; Meredith
Geyer, Germantown; Mary Miller Goldberg, St. George's; Alyssa Hale,
Harding; Megan Horning, Lausanne; Eva Kerr, Houston; Abbie Kilpat-
rick, DeSoto Central; Rachel Kriger, ECS; Lauren Mabie, St. Mary's; Au-
drey McKinnon, White Station; Erin Milligan, Collierville; Kiara Norris,
St. Mary's; Lucy Patterson, White Station; Maggie Stevens, Tipton-Rose-
mark; Sarah Thompson, St. George's; Rachel Winningham, DeSoto Cen-
tral; Madison Wolfanger, St. Benedict

COACH OF THE YEAR

Kim MacQueen, St. Mary’s:
MacQueen is honored for the sec-
ond year in a row after coaching
five winners at the Shelby County
meet before guiding the Turkeys to
a fourth-place finish at state.

Reach John Varlas at john.var-
las@commercialappeal.com or on
Twitter @johnvarlas.

COMMERCIAL APPEAL ALL-METRO GIRLS SWIMMING TEAM

On a basketball court, the bond shared between Ty-
ler Harris and Rodgerick Brown is often best seen on
the fastbreak.

Harris, a 5-foot-9 point guard who can score from
anywhere on the court, will get the ball after a missed
shot and not need to look up. He already knows the 6-
foot-6 Brown, known for filling up a stat sheet, will be
sprinting down court preparing for another dunk.

“I love playing with Rod,” Harris said. “It makes me
and him look good.”

After starring together at Cordova in recent years,
Harris and Brown have taken their act national with
Memphis-based Team Thad on the Under Armour As-
sociation grassroots basketball circuit. The duo just
capped off college basketball’s live evaluation period
by leading Team Thad to a 6-2 record facing some of the
country’s top prospects in Brooklyn, N.Y., and Indian-
apolis the past two weeks.

Perhaps more importantly, they’re each systemati-
cally changing college coaches’ preconceived notions
about them and cementing their status as two of the
most intriguing prospects in Memphis.

Brown’s future, in particular, is turning into a pop-
ular topic after he announced five new offers in one
day. He finished with double figures in scoring in all
four games in Indianapolis and continued to be a versa-
tile defender and ferocious rebounder.

Cordova coach Terrance Scales also confirmed
Brown is “seriously considering” reclassifying to the
class of 2017 to begin his college career this fall because
he will not be able to play basketball at Cordova next
year due to his age. Though Brown still must work on
his ball-handling and outside shooting, his chiseled 200-
pound physique and relentless style of play are college-
ready right now. 

“I don’t back down from anybody. I want to guard ev-
erybody,” said Brown. “I can do a little bit of every-
thing.”

Harris is among the Under Armour Association’s top
scorers averaging 15.1 points and nearly four assists.
The rising senior is proving to be a capable play-maker
in addition to being the dynamic shooter everyone in
Memphis knew him to be. But when necessary, Harris
can still score 29 points in 27 minutes like he did during
Team Thad’s 69-67 win over New Jersey-based Team
Rio on Sunday.

“My mindset out here is just making my teammates
happy,” Harris said. “But if it comes to a point where I
have to take over the game, I will.”

Harris picked up additional offers from TCU, SMU
and Wichita State over the past two weeks and already
had several high major offers, including one from
Memphis. The Tigers are also very interested in
Brown, who earned an offer from Arkansas previously

and spoke again with Memphis coaches Monday night,
according to Scales.

In explaining this sudden recruiting uptick, Scales
noted that Harris and Brown did what was necessary to
win as many games as possible in high school. Cordova
needed Harris to score and attack the basket, while
Scales asked Brown to play inside because he’s “a freak
athlete” and the Wolves had few other interior options. 

The platform provided by Team Thad, however, is
allowing them to showcase how they’ll adapt at the next
level. 

“When they get into the AAU circuit, where they can
play their natural position, then you can see Tyler is a
true point guard and Rod can play on the wing,” Scales
said. “They just have a really good chemistry and an
understanding of what each other’s strengths are and
how to play off each other’s strengths.”

Harris and Brown are savoring what could be their
last go-around as teammates. Though each earned of-
fers from Wichita State on Monday, Harris predicted
the two would likely go their separate ways in college.

Which means Harris is coming to grips with the fact
that there will be a time not so long from now when he
won’t be able to look down court and just fling a pass to
his streaking teammate. Not that Brown isn’t just as ap-
preciative of what that connection has meant. 

“The guy is amazing,” Brown said of Harris. “I know
he’s going to make the right play every time.”

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

Cordova’s Harris, Brown see
recruiting interest take off
MARK GIANNOTTO
USA TODAY NETWORK – TENNESSEE

THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL
Cordova’s Tyler Harris, center, shoots against Arlington’s Ray
Price, left, and Garrett Golday in January.


