
In the news

Tiger baseball teamfalls toGa. Southern
Memphis was shut out for the first time since 2014 as

Georgia Southern won 5-0 and clinched the baseball
seriesover theTigersonSaturdaynight at J.I. Statesboro,
Georgia. The series finale is at noon today.
Georgia Southern got two runs in the second inning

and stayed in command.
TheEagles added three runs in thebottomof the sixth

inning to make the score 5-0.
Memphis was without a hit through the first six in-

nings and had seven strikeouts. TheTigers had just one
base runnerover that stretch, onawalkby thirdbaseman
Zach Schritenthal in the fourth.
Schritenthal broke up Chase Cohen’s no-hitter with

a single to left field to lead off the seventh. The Tigers
got two runners into scoring position but couldn’t get
a run home.
ConnorAlexander (2-1) allowedfive runs on sevenhits

in 5⅔ innings forMemphis (4-5).ColtonNeelpitched 2⅓
scoreless innings in relief.

RiverKings stymiedbyHavoc’s deMelo
TheMississippi RiverKings took 22 shots on goal, but

Ryan de Melo and the Huntsville Havoc denied them
all as the RiverKings fell to the Havoc 3-0 on Saturday
afternoon in Huntsville, Alabama.
Garrett Sheehan (9-10-5) took the loss after stopping

23 of 26 shots for the ’Kings (23-14-7).
The RiverKings were scoreless on four power plays,

and Huntsville was 1 of 4.
TheRiverKings return to theLandersCenter inSouth-

aven onFriday to finish their season serieswith theMa-
conMayhem at 7:05 p.m.
Earlier Saturday, the ’Kings signed rookie forward

Sam Pinsler. Terms were not released. The RiverKings
also released forwardMatt Beer.

New IllinoisADfires football coachCubit
New Illinois athletic director JoshWhitmanhas fired

first-year football coach Bill Cubit, saying the program
needs a new coach to work toward long-term success.
Cubit was interim coach last season after the firing

of Tim Beckman.
Cubit told The Associated Press on Saturday he was

stunned by the news. He was hired as the permanent
head coach in November and received a two-year con-
tract. Cubit saysWhitman didn’t give a specific reason.
The Illini finished 5-7 last seasonunderCubit.He took

overwhenBeckmanwas fired aweek before the season
amid allegations of player mistreatment.
Whitman was hired as AD last month to replace the

firedMike Thomas.

COLLEGES
■ Tate Blackman doubled twice and drove in three

runs asNo. 13OleMiss defeatedNo. 18Coastal Carolina
8-2 at theChanticleerClassic atConway, SouthCarolina.
Starter Chad Smith (1-1) earned his first win as a Rebel,
allowing two runs over five innings forOleMiss (9-1). ...
Freshman left-hander Kale Breaux pitched the final in-
ning and got a strikeout and groundoutwith a runner at
third toendNo. 17Mississippi State’s 8-7victoryoverNo.
20 Southern California in the Dodger Stadium College
Baseball Classic in LosAngeles. TheBulldogs are 8-3. ...
Tennessee scored three times in thefirst en route to a 5-2
victory over East Carolina in the Keith LeClair Classic
in Greenville, North Carolina. The Volunteers are 7-2.
... No. 12 Arkansas rallied from five runs down to force
extra innings against Eastern Illinois at Fayetteville,
but the Panthers scored two runs in the 12th for a 10-8
victory over the Razorbacks (9-2).

■The Memphis softball team (6-14) dropped two
games on the final day of the LSU tournament Saturday
inBatonRouge, Louisiana. Sophomore secondbaseman
Brooke Leewent 3-for-4 on the day, with one RBI. The
Tigers lost in the morning to Liberty 9-2, then to Ten-
nessee Tech 10-1 in the afternoon game.

■ LSU said Saturday that freshman Ben Simmons is
ineligible for the John R. Wooden Award that will be
presented to the nation’s top men’s basketball player.
Several reports Saturday said Simmons was academi-
cally ineligible for the award, but LSU athletics spokes-
man Michael Bonnette said only that the player didn’t
meet the award’s requirements, without being specific.

PREPS
■ SydniHarvey scored 24points andwasnamedMVP

for the third straight year to leadBrentwoodAcademy to
its third consecutiveTennesseeDivision 2-AAgirls title
with a 72-56 win over Baylor on Saturday in Nashville.

FOOTBALL
Defensive tackle Ndamukong Suh’s $114 million, six-

year contract has been restructured by theMiami Dol-
phins to create salary cap space. Linebacker Koa Misi’s
contract was also restructured, the team said Saturday.
ReceiverGreg Jenningswas released, clearing $4million
in cap space. ... A source says the Kansas City Chiefs
voided the contract of veteran linebacker Tamba Hali,
who took a pay cutwith a reworked deal to remainwith
the team last season.Despite dealingwith a bothersome
knee much of last season, Hali had 6½ sacks and was
voted to his fifth consecutive ProBowl. The 10-year vet-
eranwill turn 33 inNovember. ... A source says theMin-
nesotaVikings have agreed to termswith starting safety
AndrewSendejoonanewfour-yearcontract. Sendejohad
been set to become a free agentWednesday.

TENNIS
John Isner advanced the United States into the quar-

terfinals of theDavis CupWorld Group, defeating Aus-
tralia’s Bernard Tomic 6-4, 6-4, 5-7, 7-6 (4) on Sunday for
a 3-1 victory in Melbourne, Australia. The Americans
will play the winner of Croatia vs. Belgium.
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Ontheair
T E L E V I S I O N

Autos: Sprint Cup, Kobalt Tools 400, WHBQ Channel 13, 2:30 p.m.
Baseball:MLB preseason, St. Louis vs. Washington, FSTN, noon
Basketball: SMU at Cincinnati, WREG Channel 3, 11 a.m.
Basketball: SEC women’s championship, ESPN, 1:30 p.m.
Basketball: NBA, Golden State at L.A. Lakers, WATN Channel
24, 2:30 p.m.
Basketball:Missouri Valley championship,WREGChannel 3, 1 p.m.
Basketball: UCF at UConn, ESPNU, 1 p.m.
Basketball:Memphis at East Carolina, CBS Sports, 3 p.m.
Basketball: NBA, Phoenix at Grizzlies, FSSE, 3 p.m.
Basketball:Maryland at Indiana, WREG Channel 3, 3:30 p.m.
Basketball: NBA, Portland at Detroit, WATN Channel 24, 5 p.m.
Golf: PGA, WGC-Cadillac Championship, Golf, 11 a.m.; WMC
Channel 5, 1 p.m.

R A D I O

Baseball: Ole Miss vs. Cincinnati, WPGF-FM 87.7, 9:30 a.m.
Baseball:MLB preseason, St. Louis vs. Washington, WMC-AM
790, 11:45 a.m.
Basketball:Missouri Valley championship, WMFS 680 AM/92.9
FM, 12:45 p.m.
Basketball: NBA, Phoenix at Grizzlies, WMFS 680 AM/92.9 FM,
2:30 p.m.
This listing is compiled using information supplied by stations and networks, and is subject to late changes

without notice.
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“Unreal,” said Lauren Gross.
“Amazing,” said Ashtyn Baker.
It was both of those and then

some.
Making its fourth straight appear-

ance in the final four, Northpoint
played like a team that had some-
thing to prove. The Trojans domi-
nated from the openingwhistle and
never trailed.
Northpoint shot 60 percent from

thefloor in thefirst half and led 33-18
at the break.
“Very efficient shooting,” said

Gray. “I told them if we could take
control on the offensive end ... that
we could control our own destiny.”
And just to make sure the Spar-

tans didn’t even think about get-
ting back into the game,Northpoint
opened the third quarter on an 11-0
run to build a 26-point advantage.
Baker highlighted that burst with a
pair of spectacular driving layups.
The 5-6 junior—whowill be one

of the three finalists when the Miss
Basketball awards are handed out
Tuesday in Murfreesboro — was
named tournament MVP after 22
points, seven rebounds and three
assists.
“Iwouldn’t bewhere I amwithout

these three girls,” said Baker.
She was referring to Jade Wells,

Gross and Lindsey Whiteside, who
joined her on the all-tournament
team.Wells was a huge presence in
the paint, finishing with 16 points
on 6-of-9 shooting. Gross knocked
down a pair of long 3-pointerswhile
finishing with 10 points.
But the Trojans wouldn’t have

made it over the finish line without
Whiteside, who scored 13 points but
made her biggest contribution on
defense as she locked downWebb’s

Miss Basketball finalist, Micah
Scheetz.
Scheetzmanaged just four points

on 2-of-12 shooting before fouling
out on a questionable charge call
midway though the fourth.
“She’s a great player, but I just fo-

cused,” saidWhiteside, whowill be
returning next season along with
Baker, Gross, Wells and the other

starter, Hannah Shafer.
“I knew this team would be spe-

cial in the summer,” said Gray. “We
played everybody; we played teams
from four different states and we
only lost one game.
“Theplayers just understandhow

to get themost out of eachother per-
fectly. The pieces just fit so well to-
gether.”

CHAMPIONS
from 1D
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Northpoint Christian junior guard Ashtyn Baker (right) is defended by Knoxville
Webb forward Evey Satterfield during the first half of the D2-A girls championship
game on Saturday in Nashville. Baker scored 22 points to lead the Lady Trojans.
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Harding Academy forward Anthony Yarbrough (top), the tournament MVP, kisses the trophy as he celebrates with teammates af-
ter their 87-84 overtime win against Franklin Road Academy in the Division 2-A boys basketball title game Saturday in Nashville.
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NASHVILLE—TheHarding
Academy boys basketball
teamtrailedFranklinRoad
Academy63-32early in the
third quarter of Saturday’s
TSSAADivision 2-A state
championship game at
LipscombUniversity’s Al-
len Arena.
Turns out, theLionshad

the Panthers right where
they wanted them.
Tim Taylor made two

clutch free throwswith 43
seconds left in overtime
to help lift the Lions to an
87-84 victory, capping a
comeback for the ages that
gave them their third state
title and first since 2009.
And Larry Crum called

it.
“I stayed back in the

locker room at halftime
and told coach (Kevin)
Starks that I only had 16
minutes left (as a high
school player) and that I
was going to bust my butt
and we were going to win
the game.
“I tell you the exact

moment ... Anthony (Yar-
brough) got an and-one to
cut it to nine. I knew we
had it then.”
But even getting it un-

der double digits looked
impossible for the longest
time. FRA came out red-
hot — hitting eight of its
first 10 shots — to build
a 22-6 lead after the first
quarter. The Panthers led
44-23 at halftime.
“I knew we had a me-

dia timeout coming up,”

said Starks after watch-
ing his team stumble out
of the gate. “If we hadn’t, I
wouldhave calledone. But
I didn’t want to give them
the satisfaction ... and I
knew we would need all
of our timeouts if wewere
going to come back.
“We just didn’t do any-

thing (in the first half). I
told them(athalftime) that
we could quit, get embar-
rassed and lose by 40or 50
points or we could start
playing.”
Said point guard Cal-

vin Austin, “We play best
when we share the ball.
We listened to our coach-
es. They knowbetter than
us.”
Leading the way was

the 6-5 Yarbrough, who
was named tournament
MVP after capping his
high school career with
a remarkable 40-point

and 17-rebound effort.
He scored 34 points and
grabbed nine boards in
the second half and in
overtime.
“In thefirst half I think I

was rushing thingsandnot
making the plays I usually
make,” he said. “But my
teammates kept working
hard. We just left it all on
the court.”
Yarbrough fueled a 20-3

run in the third quarter
that brought Harding to
within 14 (65-51) heading
into the fourth quarter.
The Lions still trailed
75-68 at the three-minute
mark before Yarbrough
scored to cut it to five.
Jack Doherty, who had

a huge game for the Pan-
thers with 33 points on 15-
of-16 shooting, restored the
seven-point advantage be-
fore Evin Olds (12 points)
hit a 3-pointer and a la-

yup tomake it 77-75.
After a Panther turn-

over, Bryant Lee threw a
length-of-the-court pass
to Austin (12 points), who
tied itwith 58 seconds left.
The Lions had a chance
to win in regulation after
another turnover butOlds
missed a 3-point shot.
After Taylor’s free

throws made it 83-81,
FRA’s Brennan Crook
missed an open layup.
Yarbrough sealed it with
four free throws in the fi-
nal 30 seconds before the
Panthers hit a 3-pointer at
the buzzer.
Crum finished with

11 points and Taylor 10;
FRA’sMr. Basketball final-
ist, Kenny Cooper, had 21
points and 10 boards.
“Wehad tocome togeth-

er and play together,” said
Taylor. “We always have
each others’ backs.”
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UNSTOPPABLE

Yarbrough, who had
40 points and 17
rebounds in his final
high school game
Saturday, goes to
the basket against
Franklin Road Acad-
emy guard Kenny
Cooper during the
first half Saturday
at Allen Arena in
Nashville. Yar-
brough scored 34
points and grabbed
nine rebounds in the
second half and in
overtime.

Lions charge from31downtobeatFranklinRoad for title inOT


