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Maulet to suit up for NFLPA Collegiate Bowl:
Former Tigers defensive back Arthur Maulet will
play in his last college event Saturday, suiting up
for the American team in the NFLPA Collegiate
Bowl. The game will be shown on FoxSports1 be-
ginning at 3:15 p.m. 

Maulet recently wrapped up a two-year Mem-
phis career that saw him appear in all 26 games,
helping Memphis to back-to-back bowl appear-
ances and a 17-9 record in two seasons. Maulet
recorded 111 total tackles, including 92 solos, add-
ing 7.5 tackles for loss, 4.5 sacks, 24 pass breakups,
two forced fumbles, one fumble recovery and one
interception.

Last season, Maulet led the team with 13 pass
breakups and his 72 total tackles ranked fifth on
the team. 

Trumbo, Orioles reach $37.5 million, 3-year
deal: The Orioles have agreed to a $37.5 million,
three-year contract to keep major league home run
champion Mark Trumbo.

Trumbo hit 47 home runs last year for Baltimore
and became a free agent. The 31-year-old did not
accept the Orioles’ qualifying offer of a $17.2 mil-
lion, one-year contract, wanting to test the market.

Uncertain whether he would return, the Orioles
acquired outfielder Seth Smith from Seattle earlier
this month.

Trumbo played in 159 games last season, batting
.256 while setting career highs for home runs and
RBIs (108). While he suspect defensively in right
field, he made up for that deficiency with his of-
fense. Trumbo had 157 hits, 51 walks and a .316
on-base percentage.

Obtained before last season from the Mariners,
Trumbo has 178 homers and 517 RBIs over a seven-
year big career with the Los Angeles Angels, Ari-
zona Diamondbacks, Seattle and Baltimore.

Falcons WR Jones practices, coach says
‘looked good’: Falcons star wide receiver Julio
Jones has cleared his final hurdle for Sunday’s
NFC championship game against Green Bay by
practicing for the first time this week.

Coach Dan Quinn says Jones had no limitations
on Friday in his first practice since aggravating his
sprained left toe last week.

Jones did not appear to favor the foot in the
portion of the practice open to reporters. Quinn
says Jones “had good bounce,” ran hard and
jumped.

Jones, the All-Pro receiver, missed two games
with a toe injury this season and sat of part of the
second half of last week’s playoff win over Seattle.

On Thursday, he described the injury as “a little
snag” and said he’ll be ready for Sunday’s game.

NFL announces schedule for next season’s
London games: The NFL says the Jacksonville
Jaguars will play the Baltimore Ravens in the first
game at London’s Wembley Stadium next season on
Sept. 24.

The Miami Dolphins will take on the New Or-
leans Saints the following weekend at English soc-
cer’s national stadium.

The NFL has yet to announce the start times.
They are two of four regular-season games be-

ing played in London next season. Twickenham,
England’s national rugby stadium, is hosting two
games later in October.

Spectator killed during 1st stage of Monte
Carlo rally race: A spectator was killed after being
hit by a car during the first stage of the season-
opening Monte Carlo rally, race organizers said.

Organizers said the spectator was struck by a
car driven by New Zealand driver Hayden Paddon
during the first of two night stages held on Thurs-
day night.

In the news

Television
Basketball: Vanderbilt at Florida, WREG Channel 3, 11 a.m.
Basketball: Providence at Villanova, WHBQ Channel 13, 11
a.m.
Basketball: Syracuse at Notre Dame, ESPN, 11 a.m.
Basketball: Georgia at Texas A&M, ESPN2, 11 a.m.
Basketball: Nebraska at Rutgers, ESPNU, 11 a.m.
Basketball: Fordham at UMass, NBC Sports, 11:30 a.m.
Basketball: Navy at Army, CBS Sports, noon
Basketball: Tulsa at South Florida, ESPNews, noon
Basketball: Texas at Kansas, WREG Channel 3, 1 p.m.
Basketball: Louisville at Florida State, ESPN, 1 p.m.
Basketball: Iowa State at Oklahoma, ESPN2, 1 p.m.
Basketball: Oklahoma State at Texas Tech, ESPNU, 1 p.m.
Basketball: Butler at DePaul, FS1, 1 p.m.
Basketball: Marquette at Creighton, WHBQ Channel 13,
1:30 p.m.
Basketball: Rhode Island at Duquesne, NBC Sports, 1:30
p.m.
Basketball: Ole Miss at Missouri, SEC Network, 2:30 p.m.
Basketball: Arizona at UCLA, WREG Channel 3, 3 p.m.
Basketball: Cincinnati at Tulane, CBS Sports, 3 p.m.
Basketball: Michigan State at Indiana, ESPN, 3 p.m.
Basketball: Alabama at Auburn, ESPN2, 3 p.m.
Basketball: Fresno State at Nevada, CBS Sports, 5 p.m.
Basketball: South Carolina at Kentucky, ESPN, 5 p.m.
Basketball: West Virginia at Kansas State, ESPN2, 5 p.m.
Basketball: Houston at SMU, ESPNU, 5 p.m.
Basketball: Mississippi State at Tennessee, SEC Network, 5
p.m.
Basketball: Wyoming at New Mexico, CBS Sports, 7 p.m.
Basketball: Baylor at TCU, ESPNU, 7 p.m.
Basketball: NBA, Houston at Grizzlies, FSSE, 7 p.m.
Basketball: Miami at Duke, ESPN, 7:15 p.m.
Basketball: NBA, San Antonio at Cleveland, WATN Channel
24, 7:30 p.m.
Basketball: LSU at Arkansas, SEC Network, 7:30 p.m.
Figure Skating: U.S. Championships, WMC Channel 5, 2
p.m., 7 p.m.
Football: East-West Shrine Classic, NFL Network, 2 p.m.
Football: NFLPA Collegiate Bowl, FS1, 3 p.m.
Golf: PGA, CareerBuilder Challenge, Golf, 2 p.m.
Golf: Champions Tour, Mitsubishi Electric Championship,
Golf, 6 p.m.
Golf: Asian Tour, SMBC Singapore Open, Golf, 12:30 a.m.
(Sunday)
Golf: European PGA, Abu Dhabi HSBC Championship, Golf,
2:30 a.m. (Sunday)
Hockey: Minnesota at Wisconsin, FS2, 5 p.m.
Motorsports: AMA Monster Energy Supercross, FS1, 9 p.m.
Soccer: Premier League, Tottenham at Manchester City,
WMC Channel 5, 11:30 a.m.
Tennis: Australian Open, ESPN2, 8 p.m., 2:30 a.m. (Sunday)

Radio
Basketball: Vanderbilt at Florida, WMPS 1210 AM/103.1 FM,
10:30 a.m.
Basketball: Iowa State at Oklahoma, WMC-AM 790, 12:30
p.m.
Basketball: Memphis women at Temple, WUMR-FM 91.7,
12:45 p.m.
Basketball: Ole Miss at Missouri, WHBQ-AM 560, 2 p.m.
Basketball: Michigan State at Indiana, WMFS 680 AM/92.9
FM, 2:45 p.m.
Basketball: Mississippi State at Tennessee, WMC-AM 790,
4:30 p.m.
Basketball: NBA, Houston at Grizzlies, WMFS 680 AM/92.9
FM, 6:30 p.m.
This listing is compiled using information supplied by stations
and networks, and is subject to late changes without notice.
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In terms of style points, it wasn’t much of a success.
But in terms of it’s-about-time points, it was very im-
pressive.

Jade Wells scored 14 points as Northpoint, ranked
fourth in The Commercial Appeal’s Dandy Dozen, bat-
tled past eighth-ranked Harding, 44-31. It’s the Trojans’
first victory in nine years on the Lions’ home floor.

“They do a good job of defending their home court;
give them an A-plus for that,” said Northpoint coach
Barry Gray. “They have a lot of pride here. We weren’t
making shots, but it says a lot that we were able to grind
it out.”

Neither team had its best shooting night of the year.
But with Wells and Ashtyn Baker coming up with big
plays down the stretch, the Trojans (15-2) put control of
the regular-season region championship in their own
hands. With Northpoint hosting the regional tourna-
ment as well, a return to defend their Division 2-A
championship looks like a good bet.

“I think we’re a little ahead of where we were (this
time) last year,” said Gray. “We need to develop some
depth ... and stay healthy.”

Harding (17-4) had cut a double-digit lead down to 37-
31 late in the game but couldn’t get it any closer. Baker
(12 points) hit a pair of free throws then fed Wells for
consecutive baskets as Northpoint closed the game on a
6-0 run.

Lindsey Whiteside had 11 for the Trojans.
Carley Rhoads led Harding with 10. South Alabama

signee Antoinette Lewis was saddled with foul trouble
and managed just four.

IN OTHER GAMES

Dandy Dozen No. 1 White Station improved to 16-2
with a 63-44 victory over Whitehaven. Damiah Griffin
led the Spartans with 22 while Zaire Hicks and Brittni
Moore each had 13. Jasmine Carson led the sixth-
ranked Tigers with 18. ... Second-ranked Olive Branch
(22-1) got 20 points and 7 assists from Myah Taylor in a
68-55 victory over No. 10 Southaven. Katie Blackman
had 14 points and 14 rebounds. ... No. 3 Central (16-4) lim-
ited Hamilton’s Tesia Thompson — the city’s leading
scorer — to 13 in a 65-42 victory. Kynadi Kuykendoll led
a balanced attack with 12.

In boys play, William Douglas had 18 points, 7 re-
bounds and 5 assists as third-ranked CBHS (18-3)
fought off upset-mined St. Benedict, 53-50. Ben Spence
added 15 and 8 rebounds while Moses Fofana had a
game-high 20 for the Eagles. ... Mark Freeman con-
tinued his excellent play of late with 26 points as No. 4

Southwind ran past No. 5 Ridgeway, 87-66. Kameron
Jones added 24 for the Jaguars (20-4) while Christian
Jones had 16.

BOWLEY WINS BOWLING TITLE

Harding’s Nia Bowley was the lone state champion
from Shelby County as the TSSAA individual bowling
tournament ended at the Smyrna Bowling Center.

Bowley won the Division 2 championship in an all-
Memphis final, defeating Grace Becker of St. Agnes,
154-133.

“I think I took it more seriously this year,” said Bow-
ley, who qualified for state last year but failed to ad-
vance to the final six. “I just tried to do my best and stay
humble.”

Lauren Davis of St. Mary’s finished third while Caro-
line Conrad — the state bowler of the year and the 2016
champ — ended up in fifth. In Division 1, Germantown’s
Jada Horn took fourth.

Jimmy Morrow of MUS fell in the D2 boys final, los-
ing to Quinn Collins of Pope John Paul II, 212-188. Nic
Ferrante and Connor Nichols of St. Benedict were
fourth and fifth while Will Drummond of CBHS was
sixth.

Terry Salvant of Middle College and Ross Jenner of
Collierville finished 4-5 in D1.

The tournament wraps up Saturday with the team fi-
nals.

Reach Varlas at john.varlas@commercialap-
peal.com or on Twitter @johnvarlas

HIGH SCHOOL ROUNDUP

After nine years, Northpoint
finally ends its Harding jinx
JOHN VARLAS
USA TODAY NETWORK – TENNESSEE

NIKKI BOERTMAN / THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL
Harding Academy’s Jacaila Davis guards Northpoint’s Jade
Wells, who drives to the basket.

MELBOURNE, Australia - After leading by a set and
two breaks, Ekaterina Makarova needed three sets and
almost three hours to finally beat WTA Finals champion
Dominika Cibulkova 6-2, 6-7 (3), 6-3 in the third round at
the Australian Open.

Makarova has reached the semifinals at the Aus-
tralian Open before, but didn’t want to celebrate any-
thing on Saturday more than her first career win over
Cibulkova — the 2014 finalist here.

“An amazing fight,” Makarova said. “I got, to be hon-
est, a bit tight at 4-0 in the second set,” Makarova said.
“But I’m still here. I love this Grand Slam.

“I want to enjoy my win today. It’s my first over Do-
minika, and she’s a great player.”

Makarova went on a six-game roll to clinch the first
set and lead 4-0 in the second, but Cibulkova won the
next five to take the momentum.

The left-handed Makarova tripped and fell to the
court and later needed medical attention for her right
elbow in the third set.

In a match featuring 11 service breaks, Makarova
got the decisive break in the eighth game of the decid-
ing set to lead 5-3 and then held to close, setting up
match point with her fifth ace of the day.

Makarova will play either 2016 semifinalist Johanna
Konta, who beat her in the fourth round here last year,
or former No. 1-ranked Caroline Wozniacki.

Mirjana Lucic-Baroni continued her unlikely run
with a 3-6, 6-2, 6-3 win over Maria Sakkari.

Before this week, the 34-year-old Lucic-Baroni
hadn’t won a match at Melbourne Park since her debut
at the Australian Open in 1998. 

The 19-year gap in between match wins at a Grand
Slam tournament broke the record set by Kimiko Date-
Krumm, who went 17 years between match wins at
Wimbledon.

Lucic-Baroni reached the semifinals of Wimbledon

in 1999 as a 17-year-old and captured the Australian
Open doubles title a year before that with Martina Hin-
gis.

She next plays American Jennifer Brady, a qualifier
ranked No. 116, for a chance to reach her first Grand
Slam quarterfinal since her run at Wimbledon 17 years
ago.

Brady had never played in one of the four Grand
Slam events in tennis before she qualified for the Aus-
tralian Open.

The 21-year-old American has been making the most
of the occasion, including a 7-6 (4), 6-2 win over 14th-
seeded Elena Vesnina on Show Court 2.

By saving five match points before rallying to beat
Heather Watson in the second round, Brady effectively
doubled her number of career wins.

No. 16-seeded Barbora Strycova beat No. 21 Caroline
Garcia 6-2, 7-5 to reach the fourth round, where she’ll
meet either Serena Williams or Nicole Gibbs.

AUSTRALIAN OPEN

Makarova defeats 2014 finalist
Cibulkova to make 4th round
JOHN PYE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

ANDY BROWNBILL/AP
Russia's Ekaterina Makarova celebrates after defeating
Slovakia's Dominika Cibulkova in Saturday’s third round
match at the Australian Open in Melbourne.

throw shooters in the starting lineup at 80.6 and 71.7 per-
cent, respectively. They were a combined 5 for 11 Thurs-
day.

Along with another 16 turnovers, it was part of the rea-
son Smith looked more animated than usual on the bench
Thursday night. He knew that without those self-inflicted
errors Memphis “wouldn’t have gone to overtime,” he
said.

“Man, I felt like Dwight Howard,” Lawson added with
a laugh. “I couldn’t buy a free throw.”

What’s amazing, however, is that these free throw
woes transcend players and coaches at Memphis over the
past decade. The Tigers are currently shooting 65.5 per-
cent as a team and entered Thursday ranked seventh in
the American Athletic Conference in free throw accura-
cy.

If that holds the rest of the season, it would be the 10th
time since 2005-06 Memphis failed to eclipse the 70 per-
cent barrier at the free throw line. This year, the Tigers
are 6-1 when they reach that mark. They are 8-4 when
they don’t, including a loss at Tulsa earlier this month.

It’s the sort of discouraging trend that can keep a
coach up at night, even after one of the most exhilarating
evenings of the season.

“It’s much easier to teach and correct off a win than it
is off of a loss,” Smith said. “That’s what I’m going to use it
for anyways because there’s a lot to learn from this game.
There’s a lot of things we can correct and get better on. A
lot of things.”

Defense shines late
Much will be made of K.J. Lawson’s slump-busting 28-

point, 16-rebound, five-assist performance Thursday
night, and deservedly so. But Memphis pulled out its win

over Houston largely because it shut down the Cougars’
high-powered offense in critical moments.

After taking a 61-56 lead with 3:39 remaining in the sec-
ond half, Houston went just 2 for 11 from the field the rest
of regulation and overtime. Junior Rob Gray hit his aver-
age with 21 points, but the AAC’s leading scorer needed 24
shot attempts to get there. He didn’t even register a point
over the final 14 minutes of regulation and overtime.

Smith credited the defense of Martin and Crawford,
who combined for six steals while playing every minute
of the game. Houston, which entered Thursday as the
AAC’s top three-point shooting team, connected on only 5
of its 19 attempts from beyond the arc.

“He and Jeremiah, they can really give opposing
guards fits when they pressure the ball the way they did
tonight,” Smith said. “I can’t say enough about Jeremiah
and how he can control the game from the offensive and
defensive end. I thought his defense was superb in over-
time and at the end of the game.”

Number crunch
2 — Memphis players that set career highs Thursday

night at Houston. K.J. Lawson finished with 28 points and
16 rebounds. Crawford had 11 rebounds.

15 — Turnovers committed by sophomore Dedric
Lawson over the past four games.

23.1— The Tigers’ three-point shooting percentage in
wins over South Florida and Houston while facing a
steady diet of zone defenses. They went just 3 of 18 from
beyond the arc Thursday.

They said it
“You always look better when you make shots, but he

rebounded the ball just tremendously and that’s what we
need him to do. And shared the basketball as well with
five assists. Those are things I look at. 16 rebounds. Just
really, he looked healthy. Obviously, he looked focused. He
was really, I thought, enthusiastic. I thought he was really
calling for the ball, taking the ball strong to the basket.
Those are things he needs to do instead of settle for the
outside shot.” — Tubby Smith on K.J. Lawson

Tigers
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