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Congratulates these Memphis-area high school students
who have earned the Academic All-Stars Award.

Alexandria McKinney | Central High School | General Scholarship
Alexandria, a senior, is committed to excellence in every aspect of her life. She holds a 4.6887 weighted grade point average and scored

29 on the ACT. She is an amazing artist and plans to pursue a degree in architecture or civil engineering. She has taken a tough academic

schedule filled with Advanced Placement classes and earned the AP Scholar with Distinction Award for her scores on AP exams. She also

received the William H. Sweet Award for Academic Excellence and the Agnes Scott Book Award.

Currently ranked fourth in a class of 386 seniors, Alexandria is a leader on the school’s Student Council eBoard. As part of this group,

she has the opportunity to step outside her comfort zone and use her skills to influence and motivate others. Alexandria is a member of

the National Honor Society, Mu Alpha Theta, Key Club, the Film Club and the Green Club. She actively participates with Bridge Builders and

volunteers at the Ronald McDonald House, the Public Library, the Memphis Zoo and the Belz Museum of Asian and Judaic Art.

Margaret Eaves | Ridgeway High School | General Scholarship
Margaret, a senior, is an outstanding and well-rounded student who has taken a rigorous course load as a candidate for the International

Baccalaureate Diploma. She holds a 4.8 weighted grade point average, scored 30 on the ACT and is slated to be the salutatorian of her

senior class. Margaret’s teachers comment that she is an “inquirer” and a “thinker” in class. She communicates her thoughts effectively

and clearly. She has received the Presidential Scholarship from The University of Memphis and the RHS Builder Award for IB Biology (the

award goes to the top performing academic student in class).

A highly involved student, Margaret has been inducted into the National Honor Society and the Beta Club. She was selected for the

Chick-Fil-A Leadership Academy and is a member of the Student Council and the Health Food Club. In addition, she dances with the Beth

Cross Center, where she spends nine hours per week practicing her dance routines for regular performances.

Margaret volunteers with her church youth group. As a team they repair homes in low economic areas throughout Memphis and serve

breakfast to the homeless.

Brad Reber | St. Benedict High School |General Scholarship
Brad, a senior, excels in all subjects while competing in three sports and holding leadership roles in clubs and councils. He currently is ranked in

the top 5% of a class of 242 seniors. He holds a 4.46 weighted grade point average and scored 34 on the ACT. He is a National Merit Commended

Student, a 2013 USMC Summer Leadership and Character Development Graduate and 2014 U.S. Naval Academy Summer Seminar Graduate. He

also has received an ROTC College Scholarship.

As President of the German Club, Brad has organized tutoring and group outings and has worked to start a National German Honor Society. He

is the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Student Government Association. He is a member of the National Honor Society, National Thespian Honor Society,

National Science Honor Society, National English Honor Society and Mu Alpha Theta. He is a senior retreat leader, Student Ambassador, and

foreman for the Honor Council. He was junior class president.

Brad donates time to the Ave Maria Nursing Home and participated in the “Special Kids and Families Plane Pull” in Millington.

Ronald Nelson | Houston High School | General Scholarship
Ronald, a senior, is a focused, mature and intelligent student, who has a reputation of being an independent thinker with an inquisitive

mind. He holds a 4.58 weighted grade point average and scored 34 on the ACT. He is a National Merit Semifinalist and National

Achievement Semifinalist. Ranking fifth in a class of 406 seniors, Ronald qualified as an AP Scholar with Distinction and a National

AP Scholar. Well-liked and respected by the faculty and his peers, Ronald was elected senior class president. He was selected for the

prestigious Tennessee Governor’s School for the Arts.

In addition, Ronald is the Drum Major/Field Commander for the school’s 300+ member marching band. He is responsible for not

only leading the band on the field but also for helping them prepare before the competitions and performances. A member of the Honors

Academy, Ronald has earned membership in the National Honor Society, National Beta Club, National Spanish Honor Society, Mu Alpha

Theta, and Rho Kappa National Social Studies Honor Society.

Last year, Ronald brought together eight musicians who formed a group for the purpose of playing at senior citizen centers.

Rebecca Smith | Northpoint Christian School | General Scholarship
Rebecca, a senior, is a dedicated student and a role model for her classmates. She holds a 4.587 weighted grade point average and

scored 33 on the ACT. She is on track to be the Salutatorian of her senior class. She is co-captain of the school’s color guard, a member of

the award-winning marching band and a Student Ambassador. She was voted “Most Likely to Succeed” by her peers. With an optimistic

and enthusiastic personality, Rebecca creates an energetic atmosphere for those around her. She sees the positive side to situations and

is eager to encourage those who are troubled.

A regular member of the Honor Roll, Rebecca has been inducted into the National Honor Society, where she serves as secretary/

treasurer, and Mu Alpha Theta. She is a member of the Thespian Society and a state finalist in the 300 hurdles and the 4x200 meters

relay.

Active in the community, Rebecca volunteers with the Nesbit and Collierville animal shelters. She has been a summer camp counselor

for two years and coordinated a service project, “Blankets to Borders,” which made fleece blankets for immigrant children in Texas.

John Lombardo | Munford High School | General Scholarship
John, a senior, is a top student who takes the most challenging courses offered. Ranked at the top of his senior class, John holds a 4.0 grade point

average and scored 32 on the ACT. He has received the Academic Achievement Award and is a member of the 30+ Club. He has been selected for

the National Honor Society and National Spanish Honor Society. He has been named a QuestBridge College Scholarship Finalist. He has taken both

AP and Dual Enrollment classes.

In addition, John is the Field Commander of the school’s nationally-recognized marching band. In this role, he is responsible for directing

the band throughout games and competitions. He easily gained respect of the 220 band members. While at American Legion Boys State, John

participated in its Boys State Marching Band. He also is a member of the concert band and choir. He is treasurer of the Science Club and a

member of the Key Club and DECA (Distributive Education Clubs of America).

John’s volunteer service centers around music, especially teaching beginning musicians at a local middle school’s band camp.

Zach Riedel | Harding Academy | General Scholarship
Zach, a senior, is a disciplined student who uses a strong work ethic to balance his time between academics and numerous extracurricular

activities. He currently ranks at the top of his class with a 4.0 unweighted grade point average. He is a National Merit Commended Student and

scored 34 on the ACT. He participates with the National Honor Society, Fellowship of Christian Athletes, engineering camps, mission trips, varsity

soccer and chorus. He also is very involved in both Individual and Team Debate, winning first place three times in individual debate. His team took

first place in The University of Memphis’ engineering Wall Competition.

Actively involved as an officer with the a cappella school chorus, Zach achieved Gold level recognition four times in Year-Round Song Leading.

He earned a spot in the All-West Honor Choir this year. In between soccer camps, church camps and college tours, he took an online pre-college

engineering class with Brown University and attended a residential engineering camp at the University of Illinois. In addition, he paints homes for

the underprivileged, plans birthday parties for homeless children and sings at summer camps and nursing homes.

For more information, call or email Mary Lou Brown, Community Relations Manager
for The Commercial Appeal at 901-529-2508 or brownmarylou@commercialappeal.com
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