
In the news

Barnhart to speakatTDClubMonday
TonyBarnhart, better known as “Mr. College Football,:

will be the featured speaker at Monday’s first Touch-
down Club of Memphis meeting.

Barnhart, who has written five books on college foot-
ball, spent 24 years as the national college football writer
for the Atlanta Journal-Constitution and has been a stu-
dio analyst for the SEC Network since 2014. He is enter-
ing his 40th season covering college football.

The event, which begins at 5:30 p.m. with a cocktail
hour, will include dinner at 6:30 followed by Barnhart’s
talk. The TDC of Memphis will meet at the Hilton
Memphis at 939 Ridge Lake Blvd. Guest fees are $40
per person and can be paid online at tdcmemphis.com
or at the door. Annual memberships are $295. For more
information, call Bill Harper at 901-485-6806.

UofMwomenwinexhibition inSpain
TaylorWilliams led five University of Memphis wom-

en’s basketball players in double figures with 17 points to
lift the Tigers to an 81-66 exhibition victory over Combi-
nado Valenciano at Castellon de la Plana, Spain.
Brea Elmore, Cheyenne Creighton and Taylor Barnes

each scored 11 points for Memphis, and Loysha Mor-
ris scored 10. Barnes was 3 of 3 from the international
3-point arc.

Creighton had a game-best nine rebounds and five
steals. Williams had a team-best six assists and added
five steals. Ashia Jones had nine points, six rebounds,
five assists and five steals.

Combinado Valenciano led 19-17 after the first quarter,
but Memphis had the lead at 41-38 by halftime. In the
third period, the Tigers increased their advantage to 63-
47 and maintained that lead throughout the final quarter.

Memphis shot 45.2 percent from the field and 42.9
percent from the arc (6 of 14). The Tigers out-rebounded
the home squad 46-31.

The Tigers are off today while they travel to Barce-
lona. Memphis’ third game of the tour is Monday against
the Barcelona Region All-Stars.

A-Rod releasedbyYankeesafter 12 years
Alex Rodriguez was unconditionally released by the

New York Yankees on Sunday, ending his 12 years in
pinstripes and perhaps his big league career after 22
seasons.

New York’s move leaves the team responsible for
$27,103,825 remaining in his $275 million, 10-year con-
tract. He is owed $7,103,825 of his $20 million salary for
the final 65 days of this season and $20 million next year.

The 41-year-old designated hitter went 1 for 4 with
an RBI double in his finale Friday night, a 6-3 win over
Tampa Bay. He hit .200 with nine homers and 31 RBIs this
season. He has 696 home runs, fourth for a career behind
BarryBonds (762),HankAaron (755) andBabeRuth (714).

Rodriguez’s career batting average is at .295. A 14-time
All-Star and three-time AL MVP, A-Rod has 3,115 hits,
and his 2,086 RBIs are second to Aaron’s 2,297 since RBIs
became an official statistic. He was suspended for the
2014 season for violations of baseball’s drug agreement
and labor contract.

Meanwhile, Miami managerDonMattingly said Mar-
lins officials haven’t discussed trying to coax Rodriguez
into a comeback, but he didn’t rule out the idea.

“We haven’t really talked about it,” Mattingly said.
“You’ve got to have a place to play. I know he hasn’t
played in the field in a long time. I don’t know where he
fits right now.”

Rodriguez grew up in Miami and lives in South Flor-
ida.

Nationals release former closerPapelbon
The Washington Nationals have cut reliever Jonathan

Papelbon, who rarely pitched after the NL East leaders
recently traded for new closer MarkMelancon.

Papelbon was released Saturday. The Nationals need-
ed a roster spot to promote right-handerReynaldo Lopez
to start against Atlanta.

“There wasn’t a real fit anymore,” Nationals manager
Dusty Baker said. “Didn’t know where to use him.”

The 35-year-old Papelbon, ninth in career saves with
368, only threw 2⅔ innings after his final blown save
on July 26. The Nationals got Melancon a few days later
from Pittsburgh.

BASEBALL
■ Cleveland Indians All-Star outfielderMichaelBrant-

ley, who has played in only 11 games, will undergo season-
ending surgery on his right shoulder Monday, Indians
managerTerryFranconaannounced. Brantley had surgery
in November and began the season on the disabled list.
He was activated in late April but returned to the DL on
May 10 with biceps tendinitis. ... Phillies right-handerZach
Eflinpitched the last few weeks with a fracture in his right
foot that was not discovered until Friday and will likely
shut down the rookie for the rest of Philadelphia’s season.

AUTORACING
■ JustinMarks splashed through the rain at Mid-Ohio

Sports Car Course on Saturday in Lexington, Ohio, for
his first NASCAR Xfinity Series victory. The 35-year-old
Marks pulled away on a restart with two laps to go in the
75-lap race on the 2.085-mile, 13-turn road course, finish-
ing 3.7 seconds ahead of pole-sitterSamHornish Jr.Marks
started 16th in the second of the series’ three road-course
races.RyanBlaneywas third, followed byTyDillon, Justin
Allgaier, Eric Jones, Andy Lally, Brendan Gaughan, series
points leader Elliott Sadler and Brennan Poole.
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Ontheair
T E L E V I S I O N

Baseball: L.A. Angels at Cleveland, TBS, noon
Baseball: Atlanta at Washington, FSTN, 12:30 p.m.
Baseball: St. Louis at Chicago Cubs, ESPN, 7 p.m.
Football: NFL preseason, Houston at San Francisco, NFL
Network, 6 p.m.
Golf: U.S. Senior Open, WHBQ Channel 13, 1 p.m.
Golf: PGA, John Deere Classic, WRE Channel 3, 2 p.m.
Olympics:Men’s golf, Golf, 5:30 a.m.
Olympics:Women’s track & field, women’s basketball (U.S. vs.
China), men’s golf, men’s water polo (U.S. vs. Italy), women’s
volleyball (U.S. vs. China), WMC Channel 5, 7 a.m.
Olympics:Women’s volleyball, badminton, wrestling, men’s
shooting, USA, 8 a.m.
Olympics: Tennis, Bravo, 10 a.m.
Olympics:Men’s water polo, women’s handball, men’s table
tennis, sailing, MSNBC, noon
Olympics:Men’s basketball (U.S. vs. France), women’s beach
volleyball, NBC Sports, noon
Olympics:Women’s handball, men’s field hockey, badminton,
CNBC, 3 p.m.
Olympics:Women’s diving, track & field, gymnastics, women’s
beach volleyball, WMC Channel 5, 6 p.m.
Olympics: Gymnastics, women’s beach volleyball, WMC
Channel 5, 11:35 p.m.

R A D I O

Baseball: PCL, Tacoma at Redbirds, WHBQ-AM 560, 5:40 p.m.
Baseball: St. Louis at Chicago Cubs, WMFS 680 AM/92.9 FM,
WMC-AM 790, 6:10 p.m.
This listing is compiled using information supplied by stations and networks, and is
subject to late changes without notice.
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Harding Academy foot-
ball coach Johnny Allen
has the look and sound of
a man who just found a $20
bill in an old pair of pants.

Allen, who was the head
coach at Rossville Chris-
tian before spending last
season as defensive co-
ordinator at CBHS, is the
Lions’ new coach, replac-
ing Ryan Derrick, who
resigned in June to move
back to Texas. Under
normal circumstances, a
coaching change at that
late date would indicate
serious problems.

But not for Allen. He’s
walked into a gold mine.

“I’m blessed,” he said.
“I couldn’t have asked for
a better scenario. Coach
Derrick laid the funda-
mentals. We have the tal-
ent.”

Indeed, the Lions could
very well be the most
talented team in school
history. Just about every
key contributor returns
from last year’s team that
went 10-3, losing to even-
tual state champion St.
George’s in the semifinals
of the Division 2-A play-
offs.

Allen doesn’t need to
change much and he won’t.
But he does intend to in-
corporate some of the les-
sons he learned last year
under Thomas McDaniel.

“We’re going to prac-
tice at tempo,” he said.
“I’m going to take the
things I learned under
coach McDaniel and
build on them.

“The key thing is to get
them to play together. You
see people on Twitter say-
ing they have 18 offers or
whatever ... but my goal
is to get them to play for
something bigger than
themselves.”

For the players, it’s been
so far, so good.

“He doesn’t play
around,” said running
back Marquavious Moore.

Added wide receiver/
defensive back Nick Mar-
tin, “He’s an energy person
and I like that because I’m
an energy person myself.”

There’s only one real
question mark, but it’s at
the most important posi-
tion on the field — quar-
terback.

Montgomery, who had
started since his freshman
year, has decamped to Ox-
ford (Mississippi) for his
senior season. The starter
looks likely to be Ty Kim-
berlin, a terrific athlete

who qualified for Spring
Fling in the decathlon.
Allen said freshman Myles
Neey could also play.

“We just have to let him
know that we have his
back,” Moore said of the
new quarterback. “We just
have to keep encouraging
him ... and be us.”

T h e 5 - f o o t - 1 1 ,
200-pound Moore had a
spectacular junior season,
rushing for 1,872 yards (7.1
per carry) and scoring 20
touchdowns. The yard-
age total was the fourth-
highest of any player in
Shelby County, trailing
only Chase Hayden of

St. George’s, Trezevant’s
Cordarrian Richardson
and Whitehaven’s Kylan
Watkins.

But he’s not the only
playmaker; Allen has “the
two fastest guys in the
state.”

That would be Martin
— who had 42 receptions
and returned a punt for
a touchdown in 2015 —
and Calvin Austin. The
state champion in the
100-, 200- and 400-meter
dashes, Austin averaged
27.8 yards on six punt re-
turns — bringing two back
for touchdowns — while
adding 45 catches for 922
yards and 15 scores.

Up front, junior Zach
Lawrence, who has start-
ed since his eighth-grade
year, has offers from
more than 30 Division 1
schools. Antonio Chew
and Printess Smith don’t
necessarily have the col-
lege size, but are terrific
high school linemen. And
then there’s 290-pound
veteran Mason Harwell.

The real star on defense,
though, is 5-11, 215-pound
junior linebacker Keilan
Hulon, a weight-room
freak who owns the school
record with a 640-pound
squat. Austin and Martin
will hold things down in
the secondary.
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Lionspoised forrunatstate title
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Harding Academy wide receiver Nick Martin had 42 receptions and returned a punt for a
touchdown in 2015 and is primed for a big season with the Lions.

ACLOSERLOOKAT:NO. 11HARDING
Coach: Johnny Allen (first year)
Last year: 10-3 (lost to St. George’s in Division 2-A
quarterfinals)
Region: Division 2-A (West 1)
Key players: OLWill Lawrence (junior already is starting for
the fourth year and has well over 30 D1 offers); RB Marquavious
Moore (similar production to 2015 would have him in the Mr.
Football mix); WR-DB Calvin Austin (the fastest man in the state
is a dynamic playmaker); LB Keilan Hulon (weight-room freak
who will star on defense).
Key games: Sept. 16 vs. Lausanne (Lynx will be out for revenge
after narrow loss last year); Oct. 14 at Northpoint (Lions head
south hoping to avenge 12-7 defeat in 2015); Oct. 28 at ECS
(finale is also on the road, one of just two road games on the
Harding schedule).
Did you know?: In addition to Johnny Allen, there are two
other former head coaches on Harding’s staff, Randall Griffith
(Fayette-Ware) and Brad Kimberlin (Northpoint).

■ New coach
sets out with
veteran team
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901-529-2350

Ben Glass isn’t happy
with just one.

Glass, the standout
senior quarterback at
St. George’s, guided the
Gryphons to the Division
2-A state championship
in 2015, earning offensive
MVP honors after ac-
counting for a BlueCross
Bowl-record six touch-
downs in a 50-20 victory
over Northpoint.

It was the most impres-
sive performance by the
Gryphons in a season that
had quite a few. But Glass
says he doesn’t want to
stop there.

“(Assistant) coach (Aar-
on) Hayden told Chase
(Hayden) and me that his
goal for us was to win mul-
tiple state championships,”
he said. “That’s our goal.
We just have to take that
same mentality into this
season.”

Added head coach Da-
vid Carter: “It was an
amazing year for the St.
George’s family. And we
have some special guys
coming back.”

First the bad news.
Carter will have to re-

place the entire starting
line that paved the way for
an offense that rolled up an
area-best 413.9 yards per
game. After having Jacob
Still (290 pounds), Ryan
Young (260) and Spencer
Scofield (255) for the past
few years, the replace-
ments will be considerably
smaller.

“Last year we had guys
on the line who were able
to win a lot of one-on-
ones,” Carter said. “This
year, we have guys that are
capable of doing that but
maybe not as often. ... It’s
kind of like trying a new

restaurant. We’re going
to have to pick some new
things here and there from
the menu.”

Said Glass: “I think our
line is going to do a good-
enough job. We run the
spread and we’re going to
try to hit some quick pass-
es into the flat. I think we’ll
be all right.”

The good news is if the
line comes together, the of-
fense should be every bit
as lethal.

Hayden was named
Mr. Football in D2-A last
year after running for

2,511 yards, averaging 9.8
yards per carry and scor-
ing 31 touchdowns to lead
Shelby County in all three
categories. He was named
one of the top prospects at
the prestigious Nike Open-
ing camp and committed
to Arkansas last month
after fielding offers from
well over 30 schools.

Glass, who will be start-
ing for the third straight
season, had a remarkable
season in his own right,
completing 65.6 percent
of his passes for 2,169
yards and 27 touchdowns

and running for 719 and 11
scores. And oh yeah, he
was intercepted just once.

The third side of the
triangle is senior wide
receiver Corey Jones,
who caught 44 passes for
1,086 yards (a county-best
27.4 yards per catch) and
scored 14 touchdowns.
Jimbo Casey will also see
a lot of action at receiver.

“It’s a lot of fun when
you have this many weap-
ons,” said Glass. “Of
course with Chase you
have to honor the run and
that opens the passing
game up for Corey.”

On defense, Noah Pope
is back for his senior year
after setting the BlueCross
Bowl record with five
sacks while earning defen-
sive MVP honors. He’s no
slouch off the field either;
he’ll play college football
at Yale.

Hayden, Jones and
Casey will also help out
in the secondary, along
with talented junior Met
Proctor and speedy junior
Bryan Payne. Standout
linebacker Jake Lindow
has moved on to Navy, but
Nick Boudreau and Tim-
ber King will slot in nicely.

DANDYDOZEN:NO. 12 ST.GEORGE’S

Gryphonsaim for secondstraight crown
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St. George’s coach David Carter gives a few pointers to his linemen during practice. The Gry-
phons were Division 2-A state champs and finished 13-1 last season.

■ Offensive
stars back for
2-A champions

ACLOSERLOOKAT:NO.12ST.GEORGE’S
Coach: David Carter (fourth year)
Last year: 13-1 (won Division 2-A state championship)
Region: Division 2-A (West 2)
Players to watch: RB Chase Hayden (depending on who you
ask, either the best or second-best running back in the state);
QB Ben Glass (plenty of good dual-threat QBs in town and Glass
is one of the best); DE Noah Pope (was a one-man wrecking
crew in the state title game); WR-DB Corey Jones (potential to
break one long any time he touches the ball).
Key games: Aug. 26 vs. Briarcrest (Saints will be improved;
good measuring stick for both); Sept. 2 vs. Lausanne (Lynx
were the only team to beat the Gryphons in 2015); Oct. 28 at USJ
(winner of this one should be the region champion).
Did you know?: Chase Hayden is the only player to win the
TSSAA’s Mr. Football and Mr. Basketball awards in the same
season.


