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Bengals criticized over drafting RB Mixon:
The Bengals are facing a backlash over their deci-
sion to draft running back Joe Mixon, who punched
a woman in the face while at Oklahoma.

Cincinnati added to its reputation for embracing
players with troubled histories when they took
Mixon in the second round on Friday night. Even
before Mixon arrived in town, the choice was get-
ting panned.

WCPO-TV posted an editorial on Saturday say-
ing the club had gone too far this time. The editori-
al urged fans to stop buying Bengals tickets and
instead donate the money to organizations that
work to prevent violence against women.

Bengals owner Mike Brown has a fondness for
trying to rehabilitate players with off-field prob-
lems. The club signed linebacker Vontaze Burfict
after every team passed on him in the 2012 draft,
and he wound up suspended by the NFL for illegal
hits. Cornerback Adam “Pacman” Jones was ar-
rested again this offseason on misdemeanor
charges including assault for a confrontation at a
downtown hotel.

The local television station’s editorial said that it
was “disgraceful” to draft Mixon, who also was
suspended for a game last season over a confronta-
tion with a parking attendant

Leaky walls, loose panels at Vikings’ new
$1.1B stadium: Minnesota Vikings stadium offi-
cials say they’re concerned about leaky walls and
loose panels at the new $1.1 billion facility.

The Star Tribune reports that stadium exec-
utives said Friday that zinc panels covering the
entire exterior of the building are being tested and
that the panels’ durability are a health and safety
concern. U.S. Bank Stadium has been open only
nine months.

The facility’s general contractor, M.A. Morten-
son, is working on the northwestern facade of the
stadium after water seeped through and created
puddles in various places, including a concourse.

The Vikings contributed $600 million to build
the stadium. Taxpayers covered the rest.

Minnesota Sports Facilities Authority says it
doesn’t expect to have to pay for repairs. A Mor-
tenson executive says the company will bear its
responsibility for repairs.

Nationals place Eaton on 10-day DL with left
knee strain: The Washington Nationals placed
outfielder Adam Eaton on the 10-day disabled list
with a left knee strain. Eaton is scheduled to un-
dergo an MRI on Saturday.

“We’re hopeful it’s not as serious as it looked,”
said manager Dusty Baker on Saturday.

The 28-year-old stepped awkwardly on the bag
when he beat out a throw to first in the ninth inning
to load the bases in Friday night’s 7-5 loss to the
New York Mets.

Eaton fell down and needed assistance leaving
the field.

The center fielder is hitting .297 with two home
runs and 13 RBIs. Eaton has reached base safely in
20 of 23 games since being acquired in an offsea-
son trade with the Chicago White Sox.

Shortstop Trea Turner will leadoff for the Na-
tionals, while Michael A. Taylor will replace Eaton
in the field.

Murray losses to Thiem in Barcelona Open
semifinals: Dominic Thiem upset top-ranked Andy
Murray 6-2, 3-6, 6-4 to advance to the final against
defending champion Rafael Nadal at the Barcelona
Open on Saturday.

Nadal beat Horacio Zeballos of Argentina 6-3, 6-4
after the fourth-seeded Thiem dispatched with Mur-
ray in windy conditions at the Real Club de Tenis.

Murray’s defeat came a week after he exited the
third round in Monte Carlo. That loss prompted
Murray to enter Barcelona to whip up some form
for the French Open following a right-elbow injury.

Arkansas star running back leaves practice in
ambulance: A year and a half after he broke his
neck in a game, Arkansas running back Rawleigh
Williams suffered another injury scare when he
was taken away in an ambulance from a Razor-
backs practice on Saturday.

Williams was injured prior to an Arkansas
scrimmage, falling to the ground after a light hit
and remaining there afterward. He was able to
move his fingers before being loaded onto a
stretcher and cart, and the university announced
his injury as a “stinger.”

Following the completion of the scrimmage,
Razorbacks coach Bret Bielema said the early
indications about Williams’ injury were “very, very
positive.”

In the news

Television
Autos: NASCAR, Monster Energy Cup Series, Toyota Owners
400, WHBQ (13), 1 p.m.
Autos: Red Bull Global RallyCross, WMC (5), noon
Basketball: NBA Playoffs, Washington at Boston, Game 1,
WATN (24), noon 
Basketball: NBA Playoffs, Utah at L.A. Clippers, Game 7,
WATN (24), 2:30 p.m.
Baseball: MLB, Atlanta at Milwaukee, FSSO, 1 p.m.
Baseball: MLB, Cincinnati at St. Louis, FSSE, 2 p.m. 
Baseball: NCAA, TCU at Texas Tech, ESPN, 2 p.m.
Baseball: MLB, Chicago Cubs at Boston, ESPN, 7 p.m. 
Golf: PGA Tour, Zurich Classic of New Orleans, final round,
GOLF Channel, noon
Golf: LPGA Tour, Volunteers of America Texas Shootout,
final round, GOLF Channel, 2 p.m.
Golf: PGA Tour, Zurich Classic of New Orleans, final round,
WREG (3), 2 p.m. 
Hockey: NHL Playoffs, St. Louis at Nashville, Game 3, NBC, 2
p.m. 
Hockey: NHL Playoffs, Anaheim at Edmonton, Game 3,
NBCSN, 6 p.m.
Rugby: Bath vs. Gloucester, NBCSN, 1:30 p.m.
Softball: NCAA, Florida at Tennessee, ESPN2, noon 
Softball: NCAA, Florida at Tennessee, ESPN2, noon 
Soccer: Premier League, Swansea City at Manchester Unit-
ed, CNBC, 6 a.m. 
Soccer: Premier League, Chelsea at Everton, CNBC, 8:05
a.m.
Soccer: Bundesliga, Augsburg vs. Hamburg, FS1, 8:30 a.m.
Soccer: Bundesliga, Hoffenheim vs. Eintracht Frankfurt, FS2,
10:30 a.m.
Soccer: Premier League, Arsenal at Tottenham, NBCSN,
10:30 a.m.
Soccer: MLS, D.C. United at Atlanta United, FS1, 2 p.m.
Soccer: FIFA Beach World Cup, Paraguay vs. Portugal, FS2, 4
p.m.

Radio
Baseball: MLB, Cincinnati at St. Louis, WMFS 92.9/680, 12:20
p.m.
Baseball: Round Rock at Redbirds, WHBQ 560, 1:40 p.m. 
Baseball: MLB, Chicago Cubs at Boston, WMC 790, 6 p.m. 

This listing is compiled using information supplied by stations
and networks, and is subject to late changes without notice.

On the air

The list of schools hoping to land a
commitment from Will Lawrence read
like a who’s-who of college football.

Clemson and Alabama, the two teams
that played for the national champion-
ship, both offered along with the likes of

Ohio State, Michigan, Miami, Nebraska, LSU and USC.
But in the end, Lawrence opted for security over sexy.

Lawrence, who has started for Harding since his
eighth-grade season, announced last week he has com-
mitted to Virginia. Verbal commitments are non-binding
but the 6-4, 289-pounder is expected to make it official on
Signing Day in February.

“I really related to (offensive line) coach (Garrett) Tu-
jague’s coaching methods,” Lawrence said. “His person-
ality, the way he was coaching. I really liked that. And the
whole campus is a really good place. I was very im-
pressed.”

Added Lions coach Johnny Allen, “It’s a good fit for
him. He’s a relational guy ... he’s a pleaser. And he’s
wrapped up and focused on being the best. It was impor-
tant for him to find a system where he could fit in and
thrive.”

Lawrence is the seventh player in the class of 2018 to
publicly commit to the ACC school, which ended the sea-
son on a seven-game losing streak to finish 2-10.

“I feel like the program is headed in the right direc-
tion,” Lawrence said.

In other recruiting news last week, South Carolina of-
fered talented underclassmen Bill Norton, a 6-5, 265-
pound class of 2019 defensive end at CBHS, and 6-5, 300-
pound offensive lineman Ray Curry from White Station.
Curry is already the third player in the class of 2020 to
pick up a Power 5 offer, joining Whitehaven linebacker
Bryson Eason and Central wide receiver Darrin Turner.

Southwind’s Jordan Davis picked up his 12th offer,
from Texas A&M. The 6-5, 238-pound weakside defen-
sive end committed to Alabama in December. Lawrence,
Davis and St. Benedict athlete Cam Jones (Indiana) are
the local players in the class of 2018 who have made their
commitments known.

Collierville coach reaches milestone

One day about 30 years ago or so, Mike Bradley was
sitting in the coaches’ office at the now-closed Sky-View
Academy in Frayser when the topic of what to do about a
new softball coach came up.

“It’s funny,” Bradley said. “I raised my hand and said.
“I’ll do it. It can’t be that hard.’”

Little did he know that he was in for the long haul.
Bradley — now in his 24th season at Collierville — won

the 900th game of his career Wednesday as the Dragons
defeated district rival Overton, 16-1. With the postseason
and perhaps another trip to the state tournament loom-
ing, the victory improved Collierville’s record to 23-4.
But Bradley’s not in it for titles. Never has been.

“I’ve been blessed with good players,” said Bradley,
who also coached at Bolton. “I’ve been blessed with girls
who are coachable ... good players that buy in.

“After the game, they had a surprise party for me in
the school library. I just had my first grandbaby last
week and they had presents. We’ve had a lot of players go
on to college but I think the best part is seeing them de-
velop ... when they begin to see how the hard work will
pay off for them.”

Hoopers honored

Cordova’s Tyler Harris and East’s Chandler Lawson
have been named to the USA Today first-team All-Ten-
nessee team.

Harris, a 5-9 junior, averaged 24 points per game
while leading the Wolves to a spot in the AAA sectionals.
He was named Gatorade player of the year in Tennessee
and was one of three Mr. Basketball finalists. Lawson, a
6-9 sophomore, was named MVP of the state tournament
after leading the Mustangs to their second straight title
and averaged 15.9 points and 9.4 rebounds per game.

Named to the second team were two-time Mr. Basket-
ball winner Alex Lomax of East and Tennessee-Martin
signee Parrish Hewitt from Douglass. Former Bartlett
coach Hubie Smith was named coach of the year after
guiding Brentwood Academy to a 30-2 record and a third
straight Division 2-AA championship.

Olive Branch star D.J. Jeffries was named to the first
team in Mississippi. Nationally ranked in the class of
2019, the 6-7 Jeffries averaged 22.2 points and 10.1 re-
bounds for the Quistors.

Stellar stoppers

University of Memphis closer Colton Hathcock has

been named to the mid-season watch list for the Stopper
of the Year award which is presented annually by the Col-
legiate Baseball Writers Association.

After picking up his 11th save against Arkansas state
on Tuesday, the junior right-hander ranked eighth nation-
ally in that category. The Tigers’ season record for saves
is 14 set by Nolan Blackwood in 2015.

In 19 appearances, the former Brighton standout has a
2-2 record with 35 strikeouts in 26.1 innings. He’s struck
out 145 and walked just 69 in 151.2 innings.

Hathcock is one of 40 players on the watch list and one
of just two from the American Athletic Conference;
Mike Russell of UConn is the other. Ole Miss sophomore
Dallas Woolfolk was also named; the DeSoto Central
grad has notched up a 3-1 record with a 1.26 ERA and
eight saves in 20 appearances.

Lynx golfers are tourney bound

For the fourth straight year, the Rhodes College golf
team is headed to the NCAA Tournament after winning
the SAA Tournament at the Maumelle (Ark.) Country
Club and earning the league’s automatic bid.

The Lynx played their last five holes in 3-under in
windy conditions to finish the 54-hole event at 890, three
strokes ahead of Berry and four in front of Oglethorpe.
Junior Chris Harris and senior Joey Mayo were the top
individual finishers, tying for fifth place at 6-over 222.
Harris shot even-par 72 on the final day while Mayo card-
ed a 74.

Coach Bill Cochran’s squad will next compete in the
NCAA Tournament at Howey-in-the-Hills, Fla. May 16-
19.

Rhodes takes 10th title

Anyone up for a 10-peat?
The Rhodes women’s track team extended its decade

of dominance last weekend by winning a conference
championship for the 10th straight year. The Lynx have
won five SAA championships after taking five in the
SCAC.

This one was close though; Rhodes scored crucial
points in the final two events to come from behind late
and defeat Centre 180-167 at the meet in Mount Berry, Ga.

Alice Fugate — who took second in the 100 earlier —
won the 200 in 25.48 while freshman Faith Udobongtook
fourth to put Rhodes in the lead. The 1,600-meter relay
team of Fugate, Udobong, Kendall Reed and Sara Kate
Capel then wrapped up the title with a first-place finish
in the final race of the day.

Udobong scored a victory in the 400 (58.57) while Ca-
pel took the 400 hurdles (1:04.0). 

Helping hands

The University of Memphis women’s soccer team has
been ranked second among all NCAA Division 1 schools
for community service during the 2016-17 season. The Ti-
gers were recognized for the their work with St. Jude,
Foundation Fighting Blindness and Youth Villages
among others.

“This recognition is really special and unique,” said
head coach Brooks Monaghan. “We have a great group
of kids who are not only great soccer players but unbe-
lievable students and just great unbelievable citizens.”

Last fall, the soccer team was recognized for having
the highest grade-point average (3.70) in all of Division 1
for the 2015-16 year. Former local standoutsAlyxandria
Stafford (Arlington) and Amanda Lammey (St. Agnes)
played for the team this past season.

“Sunday Sports Brunch” is a weekly look at the mov-
ers, shakers and newsmakers on the Memphis sports
scene, from youth level to the pros. If you have an item of
interest, please contact John Varlas at john.varlas@com-
mercialappeal.com or on Twitter @johnvarlas.
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conferences. 
That distinction, he noted, influ-

ences recruiting. It’s why his per-
ception of what prospects the Ti-
gers should be pursuing at the mo-
ment differs from that of the fan
base. 

“I’m realistic about who we can
get, for number one, and who we
have a chance of getting,” Smith
said. “That’s not denigrating the
program at all. If we can get a five
star, the No. 1 player in the country,
hell yeah. We’re going to do every-
thing we can. But when you take
over a program, I don’t care where
you are, there’s going to be a period
there where you have to build your
brand, build what you are.”

Another critique of Smith, in ad-
dition to who he recruits, revolves
around who is doing the recruiting.
All but one of the eight players add-
ed to the program since Smith’s hir-
ing last April have been tied to assis-
tant coach Joe Esposito, and none
has been from the Memphis area.
But Smith balks at any suggestion
he should adjust his assistant coach-
ing staff, which also includes Alvin
“Pooh” Williamson and his son, Saul
Smith.

Tubby Smith is loyal to them be-
cause all three have long histories

with him. Williamson was his first
recruit at Tulsa back in 1991, and Es-
posito has worked under Smith for a
decade. Saul Smith played for him
at Kentucky.

It was Williamson, Smith points
out, who recruited most of the nu-
cleus that helped Texas Tech make
the NCAA tournament for the first
time in nine years in 2016. Saul
Smith, his father added, had been
serving in an administrative role
for three seasons and only resumed
recruiting full-time when he came
to Memphis.

In general, though, Tubby Smith
views recruiting as a team effort
and that each assistant has a differ-
ent role doled out by him. Esposito,
for instance, had been in charge of
monitoring the junior college ranks
since last offseason, which put him
in a more prominent position once
the Tigers realized they would need
to add more experienced options
due to the roster turnover in recent
weeks.

Saul Smith is responsible for
scouting many of the under-the-ra-
dar prospects who approach Mem-
phis, which means he’s sometimes
recruiting high school players who
are largely unknown in the Divi-
sion-I recruiting world. Williamson
heads up the Tigers’ local recruiting
efforts.

But Tubby Smith does not as-
cribe specific titles, or recruiting
wins, to each assistant because “we
recruit as a staff,” he said. Each

prospect is evaluated by everyone
at some point during the recruiting
process.

“They’re coming to play for Uni-
versity of Memphis and Tubby
Smith. I’m the guy responsible for
them. It’s as simple as that,” Smith
said. “If (assistants) want to take
credit for players, they’re going to
take credit for the ones that don’t
make it, either. We miss on some
players, so I ask my staff, ‘How do
we beat them? What do we have to
do to beat those guys?’

“Do you go out and hire a new
staff? No. You’ve got to figure out
what you’re selling and who you’re
selling it to and whether there’s a
realistic chance.”

This, perhaps, is why Smith nev-
er thought of putting those trophies
on display until his staff ap-
proached him with the idea. By now,
he knows who he is and how he
wants to operate, and no amount of
pressure is likely to change that.
Not after 576 career wins.

The lingering questions, which
all usually lead back to whether his
tenure at Memphis will be a suc-
cessful one, don’t bother him. He’s
heard them all before and they
haven’t stopped him yet. 

“When you get to a certain point
in life and the business ... your char-
acter, who you are, that comes
through sooner or later,” Smith said.
“People are going to say things
about you. They’re going to do
things. But they don’t know.”

Tubby
Continued from Page 1B


